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Overview

• Invaders
– Alternathera philoxeroides
– Asystasia gangetica subspecies micrantha
– Ludwigia longifolia
– Panicum repens
– Heterotheca grandiflora
– Schoenoplectus californicus
– Lilaea scilloides
– Eleocharis minuta
– Crithmum maritimum
– Eryngium maritimum



Alternanthera philoxeroides

• Alligator Weed
• Origin S. America
• Extensive infestations Lower Hunter, 

SydneySydney
• Human assisted spread continuing





No Shrinking Violet

• Asystasia gangeticasubspecies micrantha
• Family ACANTHACEAE
• Origin S. Africa
• Various other weedy subspecies/hybrids• Various other weedy subspecies/hybrids
• Common names Chinese Violet, Creeping 

Foxglove



Biology

• Perennial, summer growing in subtropics
• Creeping, trailing, smothering
• Rapid growth
• Effective competitor• Effective competitor
• Seeds dispersed by ejection



Status

• National weed alert list
• Prohibited import
• NSW Class 1 noxious
• NSW Key Threatening Process (Invasion and • NSW Key Threatening Process (Invasion and 

establishment of exotic vines and scramblers)

• Port Stephens Council Development 
Control Plan 2007 



Resourcing

• Dep Lands Weed Control Vacant Crown 
Land

• NSW DPI Strategic projects
• Port Stephens Council- environmental levy• Port Stephens Council- environmental levy
• Defeating the Weed Menace
• Project officer



Current project

• Approximately 25 infestations
• 200 individual sites
• Most private land
• All under active management• All under active management



Ongoing work

• Aiming for eradication
• Maintain intense contact with landholders
• Maintain control efforts on council/state 

landland
• Monitor results to verify success



Ludwigia longifolia

• Family ONAGRACEAE 
• Long leaf willow primrose
• Origin S. America 
• Pond plant gone mad• Pond plant gone mad



The issue

• Massive seed production and germination
• Wetland invader
• Seed dispersal uncontrollable



Response

• Research biology, control
• Awareness and containment
• Repeated control of existing sites



Constraints

• Legislation
• Site characteristics
• Weed’s features



Panicum repens

• Torpedo grass
• Family POACEAE
• Origin Mediterranean
• Invasive, dominating, aquatic or terrestrial• Invasive, dominating, aquatic or terrestrial
• Occasional management





Heterotheca grandiflora

• Family ASTERACEAE
• Origin Central America
• Abundant around Raymond Terrace and 

nearby localitiesnearby localities
• No active management



Schoenoplectus californicus

• Totora
• Family CYPERACEAE
• Locally dominant along Hunter & Paterson 

RiversRivers
• No active management





Lilaea scilloides

• Flowering Quillwort
• Family LILAEACEAE
• Origin N. & S. America
• Aquatic annual• Aquatic annual
• Widespread around Raymond Terrace and 

nearby localities
• No active management





Eleocharis minuta

• Family CYPERACEAE
• Origin Africa
• Perennial small wetland plant



Crithmum maritimum

• Family APIACEAE
• Origin Great Britain
• Seaside invader
• Edible herb• Edible herb



Eryngium maritimum

• Sea Holly
• Family APIACEAE
• Origin Europe
• Coastal• Coastal



Response to non managed weeds

Awareness

Development control plan conditions

Research

Opportunistic control

Cotula turbinata Hebenstretia dentata Tweedia coerulea Ursinia speciosa Arctotheca populifolia



Conclusion

• “New” weeds- easy to find
• Hard to deal with


