
Bitou Bush Control 
“A Co-ordinated Approach”



• Coastal Development Port Macquarie
• Pockets of bushland left
• Close proximity to urban growth
• Steep slopes/difficult access



• Aerial spraying is the only control option available
• Mechanical or ground-based control not viable or 

safe!



• Tacking Point Lighthouse
• Bitou Bush causing damage to sensitive vegetation
• Themeda Grass headland
• Littoral Rainforest pockets



• Steep terrain
• Heavy Bitou Bush contamination levels
• Close proximity to urban housing



• Tacking Point site adjoins Sea Acres Nature Park 
managed by NP&WS

• Bitou Bush spread knows no boundary!



• Control area identified
• Bitou infestation mapped and photographed
• Consultation with NP&WS to co-ordinate control 

operations



• Plan of attack
• Site split into different sections
• Different control methods for different parts of site



PROJECT FUNDING
• Bitou Bush Threat Abatement Plan 

(NRCMA)
• NSW Dept of Primary Industries –

Noxious Weed Control – Regional 
PlanPlan

• Port Macquarie-Hastings Council 
Environmental Levy Funding



• Identify home owners/residents living within 150 m of 
targeted aerial spraying zone

• Use Council’s rates record system to develop contact 
list for local residents



• Door knock all houses using both Council and 
NP&WS staff

• Provide information to residents on proposed Bitou 
control program



• Provide “Consent Form” to all residents within 150 m 
of aerial spraying zone

• Further discussions with small number of concerned 
residents

• End result – 100% compliance



• Provide final advice to residents advising that aerial 
spraying will be going ahead

• Provide dates, times and contact information
• Place similar advertisement in local newspapers



• Erect warning signs to advise residents and beach 
users of aerial spraying

• Provide manned checkpoints and barricades to 
restrict access into area



• NP&WS helicopter engaged to conduct aerial boom 
spraying and aerial spot spraying

• Sites threatened within and managed by Crown, 
Council and NP&WS

• Windy weather conditions caused program to finish 
early



• Contract helicopter used to complete aerial spraying 
works



• Beach and headland areas treated as part of 
program

• Photos taken and monitoring sites established to 
gauge effectiveness of program



• Follow-up ground based control provided
• Combination of contractors and Council staff used to 

treat remaining Bitou



• Follow-up ground works also provided using:
*  Local volunteers
* Contract bush regenerators
* School groups
* Port Macquarie Landcare



• Combination of treatments and follow-up applications 
have resulted in a very high success rate, with nearly 
all Bitou Bush within the site being treated



• Effective control also achieved within adjoining 
NP&WS sites



• Low rates of chemicals used have resulted in a slow 
die-back and death of Bitou Bush but has been very 
effective



• Effective control provided on steep slopes, cliff 
sections and other areas with difficult access



• Control of Bitou allows other weeds such as Senna, 
Asparagus Fern and Lantanna to thrive – essential to 
target these next



Ongoing Inspections are essential!


