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Forest farming & rainforest regeneration 
8-9 Oct. Mid North Coast Farm Foresters. $40. ph 
65647916 

Wetlands innovation series forum 
18-19 Oct. Wetlands Centre, Newcastle. Info Tess Hilleard 
0427 445 665 or wetlandsforum@idl.net.au  

Impacts of climate change on north coast agriculture 
77 Oct, 9.30-3.30. Goonellebah RSL sporting club. 
Wollongbar Ag. Institute organized. $20. Info. Richard 
Swinton 66261362 richard.swinton@dpi.nsw.gov.au  

Upper Marshalls Creek /The Pocket Field day 
29 Oct. View rehab work from Envirofund grant & a 
talk on bush regen. Ph. Judy 66845390. 
 

 

Prograze 
3 Nov onwards. 8-session series with agronomist & 
beef cattle officer. Bellingen. Ph Landcare 66550588 
 

Brunswick valley landscape – a ‘birds eye view’ 
19 Nov, 12.30-4.30. Kooynum Range. Local 
landscape issues, e.g bushland corridors, 
fragmentation, weed impacts, the small landholder… 
Ph. Dave 66267028. 
 

Weeds and their control course 
25 Feb 2006. NSW DPI. Weed id, controls & legal 
requirements for landholders. The pros and cons of 
biological, mechanical & chemical controls. Camden, 
NSW. $175. Info Maryke Archbold-Hession 
0408492039 maryke.hession@dpi.nsw.gov.au 
 

W E E D  N E W S  
 

MORE FREE TREES!!! 
Free native fig trees and other useful replacement species 
are being offered to land managers undertaking camphor 
laurel / privet control in the Clarence, Coffs Harbour and 
Bellingen LGAs. The project is funded by the CMA & sales 
of the Camphor Laruel Kit. Ph. Reece Luxton (Clarence 
66433820), Barry Powells (Coffs Harbour 66484899) or 
Ian Turnbull (Bellingen 66557338) for yours! 
 

CHEAP camphor control 
Bellingen, Coffs Harbour and Clarence Councils are 
offering FREE use of camphor laurel tree injector kits to 
Landowners / Landcare groups. The kits are easy to use & 
are the most effective / efficient control technique. Phone 
Bellingen 66557338, Coffs 66484889, Clarence 66433820 
 

NSW Threatened Species Website 
www.threatenedspecies.environment.nsw.gov.au 
The new website provides detailed information, maps and 
photos of more than 900 of the state’s most vulnerable 
native plants and animals. 
 

New trough for Tweed Landcare 
A trough has been purchased for Tweed Landcarers for 
use in planting days. Ph. Dave 666721879 to borrow it. 
 

Tweed ecological thesis in libraries 
Sam Dawson’s thesis Ecological history of the Oxley 
River, Tweed Valley NSW is available in reference section 
of Murwillumbah, Kingscliff & Tweed Heads libraries. 
 

Launch of new Tweed community catchment nursery 
10-12 Thurs 20 Oct, Uki Sewage Treatment Plant. Tour, 
morning tea & planting. RSVP Tom Alletson 66702577 
 

Tweed Landcare Inc. and vegetation management 
Mark Kingston, Tweed Vegetation Management Strategy 
(2004) will be speaking at the Tweed Landcare Inc. AGM, 
Wed 16th Nov, 6.30pm, Mur’bah Memorial Services Club. 
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SOME UPCOMING FUNDING 
 
Native vegetation assistance 
NR CMA project for Lower Bellinger, Kalang & Dorrigo 
plateau. Funding for conserving, restoring & managing 
native vegetation & biodiversity for landholders. Ph. Ross 
Macleay 66550919, lizardland@bigpond.com.au     PTO… 

NLP Innovation Grants 
The 2005-06 round of National Landcare Program 
Innovation Grants will see up to $1.5 million given to land 
managers to encourage development and adoption of 
innovative land management techniques and new and 
innovative water-related activities.  Applications close 7 
October. Further info. www.landcare.gov.au/nlpinnovations 
or ph. 1800 657 220 
 

Small-scale river health projects 
Grants up to $5000 from NRCMA for river rehabilitation 
works that improve river health. Applications close 14 Oct. 
Ph. Peter Menzies 66420612. 
 

Recreational Fishing Community Grants 
Pprovides support for local initiatives that enhance 
recreational fishing & tourism experiences both through 
onground activities & education and awareness raising.  
Up to $100,000 is available per grant.  Applications close 
14 October. Further info www.daff.gov.au/recfishinggrants 
email fishinggrants@daff.gov.au or ph. 02 6272 3848. 
 

Junior Landcare Grants 
Landcare Australia and Mitre 10 are offering funding of up 
to $500 per project for schools and youth groups wishing 
to participate in environmental projects.  Applications close 
20 October.  Info. www.landcareaustralia.com.au or ph. 
1800 151 105. 
 

CMA reach based projects 
For projects covering at least 1km of stream length with 
community support along at least 60% of reach length. 
Applications are sought for new reach plans and 
implementation of previous reach plans. Preference given 
to existing plans. Applications close 28 Oct. Ph Peter 
Menzies 66420612. 
 

Erosion risk management project 
Dept. Primary Industries is implementing a CMA project for 
management of lands with high erosion risk, Tweed-
Macleay catchments. Applications close 31 October. 
Projects could address, e.g streambank erosion, gully 
erosion, steep lands particularly banana plantations, bare 
ground underneath macadamia rows. Info. Abigal Jenkins 
66261357. 
 

Bird Environment Foundation Grants 
Provides assistance for activities that rehabilitate, study & 
educate people about Australia©s birds.  Projects can be 
carried out on private or public land and funding is 
available for education as well as traditional habitat 
extension projects.  Applications close 31 October. Further 
info. www.birdobservers.org.au or ph. 03 9877 5752. 
 

BHP Billiton Corporate Community Program 
Provides financial assistance to those providing services 
and benefits to the Australian community.  Projects may 
be in the areas of environment, culture, education and 
training and community welfare amongst others.  
Applications close 1 November. Further info. from 
Helen.lomen@bhpbilliton.com or 03 9609 3596. 
 

George Alexander Foundation 
This fund supports activities that develop partnerships with 
communities, governments and the private sector to 
prevent irreversible damage to the environment and to 
encourage the maintenance of biodiversity.  Applications 

close 1 November. Info. http://www.gafoundation.org.au/, 
email admin@gafoundation.org.au or ph. 03 9650 3188. 
 

Defeating the weed menace 
The Australian Government has committed $40 million 
over four years for national action on Australia©s most 
threatening weeds through its ©defeating the weed 
menace© program.  Applications close Friday 4 Nov and 
further information is available from 
www.daff.gov.au/defeatingweeds. 
 

McKell medal 
This award has criteria around changing community 
attitudes, education and promotion of natural resource 
management & research. Nominations close 18 November 
and info. www.daff.gov.au/mckellmedal or 02 6272 3933 
  

Youth Led Futures 
Youth Led Futures grants are available to Indigenous 
organisations to develop and implement initiatives that 
address issues important to young Indigenous people and 
their communities.  Applications close Friday 16 December 
2005 and further information is available at 
www.youngaustralians.org or by calling 03 9670 5436. 
 

Environment and Heritage Grants 
A new guide by the Department of Environment and 
Heritage for grants and funding they offer is available at 
www.deh.gov.au/programs/publications/guide/index.html. 
The guide gives a brief overview of each funding program 
as well as contact details and other useful information. 
 

Tweed front-runners for national Riverprize 
A project by Tweed Shire Council is one of four large 
Australian river restoration projects short-listed for the 
2005 National Thiess Riverprize awarded for excellence in 
river management. 
 

DIPNR Briefing Sessions on Planning Reforms 
Following recent amendments to the Environmental 
Planning & Assessment (EP&A) Act 1979, the Department 
of Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources (DIPNR) 
is holding a series of briefing sessions to explain the 
changes to the planning system and their implementation. 
Bookings are essential. Info. 
http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/events/  
 

N E W  B O O K S ,  C D - R O M s  e t c .  
 

Publications from NSW Dept. Primary Industries 
Following is a list of pdf files / brochures etc. published by 
DPI. More info. 1800 028374 or 
bookshop@dpi.nsw.gov.au 
Agfacts: African boxthorn, blue heliotrope, common 
heliotrope, crofton weed, green cestrum, groundsel bush, 
hawkweeds, managing lantana, Mexican feather grass, 
nodding thistle, noogoora burr & Californian burr, pampas 
grass, parthenium weed, poisonous plants in the garden, 
salvinia, scotch Illyrian & stemless thistles, spiny 
burrgrass, strawberry weed control guide & water 
hyacinth. 
Agnotes: bracken fern, broad leaf pepper tree, celtis – 
identification & control, Chilean needle grass, collecting & 
preparing specimens for identification, control of giant 
parramatta grass, herbicide control in various perennial 
grass, legal issues in harvesting St. Johns wort, low-THC 
hemp in NSW, reducing herbicide drift, resolving conflicts 
in weed control, serious weed threats to NSW – your 
obligations for W1 weeds, using herbicides in lippia 
management program. 
Weed alerts: Chinese violet, glory lily, hygrophila, 
knapweed, kochia, longleaf willow primrose, Mexican 
feather grass, miconia, muskweed, siam weed. 
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Other publications: alligator weed brochure, cabomba, 
cotton pest menagement guide, keep NSW parthenium 
weed free, management of coolatai grass on the NW 
slopes of NSW, noxious & environmental weed control 
handbook 2004, noxious weed handbook for councils & 
councilors, parthenium weed heads south, salvinia 
brochure, salvinia control program for the Hawkesbury-
Napean river, weed control in Lucerne & pastures 2004, 
weed control winter crops 2005, weed worries flyer.  

From ocean shores to desert dunes – the  
vegetation of NSW & ACT by David Keith. 
Descriptions, photos (400+) 
and distribution maps (100+) 
of 99 classes of native 
vegetation. For each it explains 
where it occurs and why, 
interesting aspects of ecology, 
evolution, history and 
development, as well as current 
conservation and management 
challenges. ISBN: 07313 67804. 
Published by DIPNR/NPWS. 
356 pgs. 
 
 

Aquatic WoNS Coordinators report (Jun–Aug 05) 
NSW North Coast 
 

Coordination 
Salvinia biological control – Weevil breeding facility at 
Grafton is operating. All weeds officers should contact Rod 
Ensbey or myself if they require weevils.  
 

All weeds officers who obtain weevils from the facility 
should (for the sake of keeping the facility operating) fill 
out a site release form for each site weevils are released 
at. This provides us with information on where weevils are 
going to and will help monitor the facility’s performance.  
 

The funding used to build the facility and operate it for a 
period of 12 months will expire June 2006. I will be asking 
councils to make a contribution to keep facility operational 
(we will still put the man hours in but need operational 
funds). I will be asking for around $500 each per year.  
 

Salvinia best practice officer - Elissa van Oosterhout 
commenced in July. Project has completed literature 
review and a workshop will be held next month. Project 
has been extended to include the development of an 
alligator weed best practice manual, which will commence 
in July next year.  
 

Defeating the Weeds Menace - Applications are 
expected to be called for the next round of Defeating the 
Weeds Menace in early September (possibly the 10th). $9 
million will be allocated for regional onground projects with 
a further $4 million for national research and development.  
 

National Weeds Strategy – I participated in a strategy 
review workshop. Reiterated key points identified by the 
National Aquatic Weeds Management Group regarding 
aquatic weed management, including the need for longer 
term funding arrangements for research, legislative 
barriers, early detection, need for better technologies and 
management in potable water supplies. 
 

NSW State Aquatic Weeds Coordinator – Glenda Steain 
commenced in this role in July. Contact Glenda for all non 
WoNS related issues.  
 

Early detection methods – The aquatic weeds 
reconnaissance (early detection) methods are complete. 
Those officers wanting a copy of the methods please 

contact me and I will send them to you in early September 
(they are undergoing some minor edits).  
 

Extension and Communication 
Aquatic WoNS theme display –I’m preparing an aquatic 
Weeds theme display to complement existing WoNS 
banners. It will consist of 3 separate pull up banners 
highlighting impacts, management, preventing the spread.  
 

Aquatic Weeds ID training module - currently assisting 
Wagga based training officer to finalise an aquatic weeds 
training module, which will form the basis for aquatic 
weeds ID training. I intend to organise an aquatic weeds 
training course for the north coast when complete. 
 

More info: Andrew Petroeschevsky ph. 6640 1618 
andrew.petroeschevsky@dpi.nsw.gov.au  
 
Lantana Biological Control 
Highlights from Lantana Biological Control yearly report by 
Mike Day, Lantana biological control taskforce newsletter: 

Over 150 vials of the rust Prospodium tuberculatum were 
released at over 100 sites in NSW. The rust has been 
found at 35 sites, covering most regions of NSW, except 
Sydney. Greater efforts in site selection and the recent 
improved weather conditions have probably contributed to 
the rust being found at more sites over the past 12 
months. The sap-sucking bug, F. intermedia does not 
appear to be present at any site. 
 
New potential agents continue to be tested in South Africa 
where the Australian dollar is strong against the South 
African rand. The flea-beetle Alagoasa extrema was 
imported into Australia in November 2002 after being 
tested in South Africa. It is unlikely to be released as 
it heavily attacks Aloysia citriodora, a common herb plant. 
The testing of the bud mite Aceria lantanae is now 
complete and the agent appears to be specific. An 
application to release the agent will be prepared shortly. A 
third agent, the herring-bone fly Ophiomyia camarae was 
tested and released in South Africa. Recent studies have 
found the agents is damaging lantana where it grows as 
an understorey species. Subsequently, the fly has been 
introduced into quarantine at AFRS and host testing will 
commence shortly. 
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Tweed, Byron, Ballina, Lismore, Kyogle, 
& Richmond Valley LGA (Far North 
Coast Weeds area) update 
 
� � Richmond Valley Council is developing a roadside 

vegetation management plan with assistance provided 
by Far North Coast Weeds in the location of noxious 
weeds. 

� � Invitations will be sent by FNCW for the formation of a 
Ballina Shire steering group in relation to the 
development of a Bitou Bush Strategy. This strategy will 
draw on the success of a similar program undertaken in 
the Tweed shire area. The aim of the strategy is to 
involve the following groups as stakeholders in the 
strategy: NPWS, Ballina Shire Council, Far North Coast 
Weeds, Landcare/ Coast Care coordinator. The creation 
of a holistic strategy for the area will only benefit the 
control of Bitou Bush by reducing the doubling up of 
funding applications by organizations and increasing the 
amount spent on on-ground works. 

 
FNCW Inspectorial activities 
� � Inspections this quarter have continued to focus on the 

ground truthing of noxious weed infestations, after the 
successful aerial inspections carried out in April. 
Mapping of the distribution of weedy Sporobolous 
species along roadsides is continuing.  

� � PRIMEX, Casinos annual agricultural field days were 
held in June from Thursday 16th to Saturday 18th. Far 
North Coast Weeds with the assistance of the NCWAC 

-  W E E D  W A R N I N G S  -  
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Native to Brazil & now  
rec ognised  as one of the 
w orld ’s w orst invasive 
land  p lants, c herry guava  
is a  rap id ly g row ing  thic ket 
form ing  tree tha t shades out a ll other vegeta t ion. 
This red  fruit  is m ult i-seeded , sp read  by b irds & flying  
foxes & germ ina tes in low  light c ond it ions. It  is a  
m a jor w eed  in severa l c ountries /  a reas inc l. Haw aii, 
Lord  How e Island  & the NSW north c oast. The 
viab ility of soil seed  banks is thought to be a round  3 
years, how ever seed lings m ay persist under dense 
c anopy until light c ond it ions a re enhanc ed . 
 

Heavy infesta t ions oc c ur w est of Broken Head  
Na ture Reserve, Byron Shire, and  less intense 
infesta t ions a re noted  from  Cibum  Marg il 
Sw am p/ Arakw a l NP and  in the upper Wilson’s Creek 
a rea  and  in the Tw eed , Ric hm ond  & Coffs Harbour 
c a tc hm ents. Rec ent p rim ary c ontrol w orks a t a  40 
ha  site near Broken Head  trea ted  over 1000 stems. It 
had  suc c essfully invaded  a ll p lant communities from 
g razing  land  (as low  m ult i-stem m ed shrubs) to 
hea lthy reg row th sc lerophyll forest, ripa rian zones & 
ra inforest (as singula r trees to dense thic kets up  to 
6m  ta ll). 
 

Off-label perm it 5206 inc ludes c ut, sc rape & paint & 
fo lia r sp raying  w ith g lyphosa te-based  herb ic ides. A 
perm it is required  for basa l ba rking  using  fluroxyp r 
and  d iesel-based  p roduc ts. 
(Info: Hank & Sue Bow er. Photos: Coastc a re, Sue 
Bow er) 

Coolatai grass Hyparrhenia hirta 
Native of South Africa 
& the Mediterranean  
region. It has spread 
along roadsides & 
stock routes and 
invaded grazing lands 
& native grasslands  
in many parts of NSW 
incl. more recently, 
the NSW north coast. 
 
It grows on a range of 
soil types from light 
textured granites to heavy black earths, but 
prefers the lighter textured soils where it can 
dominate. It is a tall, tufted, summer active 
perennial growing to more than 1 metre in height. 
The species is distinguished by paired 
seedheads, and leaves which are typically grey-
green and harsh to touch. When heavily grazed 
the basal stems form a dense, hard tuft that 
successfully protects it from close grazing by 
sheep. 
 
Coolatai grass poses a serious threat to 
agriculture in some locations and a number of 
native grasslands, heath & grassy woodlands. 
Control can be difficult due to the need to protect 
desirable species. Glyphosate (applied in 
autumn) & fluproponate (applied in spring) are 
registered and effective. 
(Info & photo: NSW DPI) 
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display van received a large amount of feedback. Over 
1000 individual noxious weed guides were distributed as 
well as specific information sheets on a variety of 
noxious weeds. Weedy Sporobolous was the most 
commonly discussed weed with Camphor laurel 
declaration areas a close second.  

� � Training was conducted this quarter for all inspectors in 
the operation of the Geographic Information System, 
WeedMap.  

� � Inspection activities for this period focussed on 
Groundsel, Broadleaf Pepper Tree, Salvinia, Celtis, 
Bitou Bush, Alligator Weed, Camphor Laurel, Weedy 
Sporobolous spp., Water Hyacinth & Water Lettuce. 

 
Crown Land 
Inspection and control have focussed on Groundsel, 
Bitou Bush and Broadleaf Pepper Tree control 
treatments. Significant works carried out in the Tweed 
shire area in conjunction with the Tweed Bitou Bush 
Strategy. Control works were also carried out in the Byron 
and Ballina shire areas focussing on Broadleaf pepper tree 
in Byron and Bitou in Ballina. 
 
Noxious Weed Status 
W1 Alligator Weed 
� � Despite a major flood event in the upper catchment of 

Byron Creek & the Wilson River Alligator weed is still 
persisting. Manual removal is proving the most 
successful long-term control. 

� � Over 300 of the “Alligator Weed – Can you identify it?” 
pamphlets distributed to landowners adjoining these 
waterways between Bangalow and Bexhill. 

� � Richmond Catchment Alligator Weed Taskforce formed. 
Review of the regional management plan was 
successful with key stakeholders to comment before 
submission to NCWAC for approval. 

 
� � Casino infestation has been contained however control 

by chemical means is proving unsuccessful. Mechanical 
removal seems viable. Permits being sought under the 
Native Vegetation Act & Fisheries Management Act for 
the removal of native vegetation from the wetland. 
Control works are planned to begin in early September. 

 
W1 Pistia stratiotes Water Lettuce 
Bora Creek infestation has been treated with clear water 
now evident. Flooding of the creek occurred after the final 
chemical treatment allowing for flushing of the creek. This 
removed weed from the main creek after it had become 
lodged in sediment. Flooding occurred after uptake of the 
chemical & downstream inspections have revealed no sign 
of viable plant material. Reinspection of the initial 
infestation site will continue with germination from seed 
likely in early to mid spring. 
 
No other known infestations of W1 weeds currently 
occur in the county area 
 
W1 Siam Weed 
Feedback from the national survey for Siam Weed has 
been overwhelming. Majority of call outs were Crofton 
weed with Madeira vine also being commonly reported. 
Significant support has occurred from constituent councils 
in responding to reported sightings. At the time of writing 
no positive identification of Siam Weed in the county area. 
Inspection of caravan parks & backpacker accommodation 
will continue for this weed over spring and summer. 
 
W2 Groundsel bush 
Inspections have revealed major infestations in the Tweed, 
Lismore and Byron LGAs. Large area of infestation for the 
Tweed and Brunswick catchments was discovered at Mt 

Burrell with control treatments planned for September. 
Infestations on McLean’s ridges will also be treated this 
spring reducing the distribution of seed in the lower 
Richmond catchment area.  
 
W2 Broadleaf Pepper Tree 
� � Inspections have concentrated in the Tweed and Ballina 

LGAs. Further inspections are planned over the next 
months targeting trees in the Byron LGA. Small 
infestation found on the banks of creek running through 
Mullumbimby, with control works to target these trees in 
late August. Control works are continuing at South 
Golden Beach with many trees being found on rental 
properties. 

� � Extensive on ground works targeting roadsides were 
carried out in the Kyogle and Richmond Valley LGAs. 

 
W2 Celtis 
Inspections were carried out in the Lismore council area 
with substantial infestations discovered on private land. 
NSW DPI also reported a large infestation at Findon Creek 
Road, inspections will be carried out during this period with 
on-ground works concentrating on trees of seed bearing 
age. 
 
W2 Salvinia 
Flooding events across the county region have been 
beneficial and a hindrance to Salvinia control. Inspections 
continue to reveal infested water bodies with the major 
difference being in coverage with most locations having 1st 
& 2nd stage Salvinia caught in debris and grass around the 
edges of the waterways.  
 
Monitoring of all waterways will continue into the spring 
with the possibility of Salvinia now being spread into areas 
that have previously been controlled. Priority will be given 
to the inspection of slow flowing creeks, streams, isolated 
lagoons and dams. Inspectors will continue to map all 
known Salvinia sites with a mass release of weevils 
planned for spring in areas that are best suited to their 
survival. Areas not suited for the release of the weevil will 
be controlled either chemically or mechanically depending 
on the situation. 
 
W2/3 Giant Rats Tail and Giant Parramatta grass 
Optimum control period for these weeds is in 
August/September the focus over winter is the 
identification and mapping of areas to enable a detailed 
spray program come spring. Giant Rats Tail Grass was 
discovered in Pottsville recently infesting a stormwater 
holding area. 
 
Large infestation of Giant Rats Tail Grass was located in 
the Ettrick, Eden’s Ck area with Far North Coast Weeds 
organising a Field Day to help farmers combat this pest. 
Roadside treatments to contain the spread of this weed 
will be reliant on funding from the NSW DPI. 
 
W3 Bitou Bush 
Inspections of crown land and roadsides in the constituent 
council areas of Tweed, Byron, Richmond Valley and 
Ballina area have revealed substantial areas that will 
require treatment over the next 12 months. Assistance will 
be sought for additional funding through the federal 
governments “Defeating the Weeds Menace ”. It is 
envisaged that this funding will allow for the continued 
control of not just Bitou but other coastal weeds. 
 
W3 Water Hyacinth 
Inspections continue to reveal large areas under 
infestation from this waterweed. The entire Richmond 
flood plain contains pockets of Water Hyacinth in water 



All communications to the Secretary 
NSW North Coast Weed Advisory Committee, Locked Bag 23, Grafton  2460 

Phone (02) 66433820          Fax (02) 66424496        E-mail: reece.luxton@clarence.nsw.gov.au         www.northcoastweeds.org.au 

bodies. After the recent flood event the majority of Water 
Hyacinth ended up in the floodwaters. Significant damage 
to infrastructure occurred from this weed being trapped in 
fences and floodgates. Majority of the waterways draining 
from the Richmond Floodplain are now infected with 
individual Water Hyacinth plants as well as small floating 
mats (<1m2).   
Inspectors are currently mapping these infestations with 
the plan to find the uppermost infestations and work our 
way downstream.  
 
W3 Red Lantana 
Small infestations continue to be discovered with 4 bushes 
found growing on the Bruxner Highway in Lismore. These 
bushes had been planted by the local council and will be 
removed and replaced. Inspectors mapped infestations in 
the Kyogle and Richmond valley areas. Roadsides 
infestations were treated this month in the county areas of 
Tweed, Byron Kyogle and Richmond Valley. 
 
W4d Camphor Laurel 
Inspections of the Bonalbo region located several large 
seed bearing trees, in conjunction with the local 
community and Kyogle Council FNCW have initiated the 
removal and replacement of these last remaining seed 
bearing Camphor laurels in this area. Significant roadside 
control has occurred this quarter in the constituent council 
areas that have agreed to the declaration of Camphor 
laurel. 
 
Control works will continue to focus on outlying areas and 
roadsides before progression to the heavily infested 
coastal zones. 
 
W4g Cabomba 
Continues to expand its range in the county area, at the 
time of writing there is still no means of effectively or 
economically dealing with this noxious weed. 
 
Aerial Inspections 
Aerial inspections were carried out over the 20th and 21st 
of April 2005, substantial infestations of groundsel were 
easily spotted from the air with GPS device used to mark 
the position of the infestation. This has now been 
converted to the GIS program Map Info to allow for 
inspection schedules to be devised in each region. 
Substantial waterweed infestations were also spotted from 
the air with a large infestation of Salvinia discovered in a 
backwater of the Tweed river and large areas of private 
dams covered in water hyacinth in the Richmond flood 
plain. Aerial inspections are a valuable tool for covering 
large areas of ground when looking for highly visible plants 
(flowering, water weeds). 
 
Of note were the large amounts of Senna spp seen 
flowering from the air through out the county area. 
 
 
Clarence Update 
CVWA Co-ordination 
The Noxious Weeds Office is benefiting from the 
increased relationships internally with Council.  We have a 
new Councillor representative in Cr Doug Mackenzie, 
along with Peter Birch, Manager – Sustainable 
Environment.  
 
The Management Plan and Annual Works Program for the 
Noxious Weeds Office have been drafted and awaiting 
approval through Council. 
 
The NCWAC Camphor laurel – replacement tree project is 

still running with gradual uptake by landholders.  The 
Camphor control kits supplied by Council have been 
utilised by 12 landholders in the area, along with a Bush 
Regeneration TAFE lecturer using them for demonstration 
in a course in Maclean. 
 
A field trip was undertaken with Ian Swan from Forests 
NSW to inspect the Mysore Thorn infestations in the 
Buccarumbi – Dalmorton areas.  Assistance will be sought 
from CMA & RLPB on this project. 
 
We have also been involved in the Lantana WONS 
program looking at Adaptive Management trials – a site 
has been chosen in the Upper Copmanhurst area, with 
negotiations underway with landholders. 
 
The Noxious Weeds Office is currently dealing with the 
issue of tree species that are declared noxious weeds, and 
the variable circumstances that occur with these weeds on 
private property and Council roads and reserves.  The 
policy for control of Camphor laurel is likely to be 
expanded to include the other species such as Privet, 
Celtis, Chinese Tallow and Tecoma. 
 
The National Delimiting Survey for Siam Weed has 
generated a lot of interest with 6 phone requests directly to 
our office and 10 requests for further information from the 
Local Government Week display at Grafton 
Shoppingworld.  This demonstrates the advantages of 
advertising on television. 
 
Biocontrol was investigated for Salvinia on various 
properties with a view of reinspection in Spring.  Lantana 
biocontrol sites have not changed status and Bitou 
Biocontrol is continuing well at Wooli. 
 
Meetings attended included: 

·  North Coast Weeds Officers meeting 
·  NR CMA targets meeting 
·  Alligator Weed meeting, Lismore 
·  Landcare/Dunecare Advisory Committee, Maclean 
·  Rapid Map Global/WeedMap demonstration, 

Maclean 
 
Extension/publicity incuded: 

·  Media release – Siam, Horsetails, Camphor control 
·  Qld Weeds Conference, Townsville – a paper was 

presented on the use of mapping technology for 
improved property inspections 

·  Copmanhurst Landcare field day – use of Noxious 
Weed display van, with talks given by CVC, Aquatic 
Weeds WONS Project Officer and Envite 

·  GPG field day, Thora 
·  Local Government Week – display at Grafton 

Shoppingworld and Maclean Council Chambers 
 
Inspectorial 
Re inspections on properties were conducted up to the 
end of financial year, with evidence that landholders are 
effectively dealing with their noxious weed problems.  
There were only 7 Section 18 notices served in the last 
quarter, which shows the effectiveness of the Weed 
Inspectors to gain compliance as required. 
 
Property Inspection procedures were continually improved 
to increase the effectiveness of the use of PDA’s.  The 
Noxious Weeds Office has exceeded its target to achieve 
3323 inspections for the 2004/05 financial year – a 55% 
increase on total property inspections from the last year, 
as well as tripling the total area inspected.  This is an 
excellent result from the Weed Inspectors. 
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Tally 
May to August 2005 – 716 inspections and 58 
reinspections (360 clean, 288 weeds found, 27 clearance, 
7 Sec 18 notice) 
 

CVC North – north of Clarence River, former 
Copmanhurst Shire 
·  Follow up on aerial inspections over the area 
conducted April 2005 
·  New inspections in Trenayr and Copmanhurst 
 
CVC East – Lower Clarence River - coastal areas, 
former Maclean Shire 
·  Reinspections in Woombah and Yamba 
·  New inspections around Shark Creek and 
Pinebrush 
 
CVC South – directly south of Grafton, Orara Valley, 
former Pristine Waters 
·  Reinspections in Pillar Valley, Braunstone, Coutts 
Crossing and Tucabia 
·  New inspections around Swan Creek and Glenugie 
 
CVC West – south of Clarence River, former 
Nymboida Shire 
·  Re inspections in the Ramornie and Eatonsville 
area 

 
Operational 
Core casual staff still employed for this period – 
predominately for the Bitou bush program and Private 
Works as required.  Wet weather limited operations over 
three days. 
 
The Bitou bush program took up the majority of 
operational programs this quarter, with most coastal 
reserves requiring minimal follow up work.  An example of 
the improvement in sites is seen at Iluka Main Beach, 
which last year took two crews 10 days to complete.  This 
year the timeframe was reduced to 5 days with the two 
crews.  No aerial control work was conducted this year. 
 
Contractors were brought in to assist with Bitou bush 
control in coastal reserves, particularly VCL.  Contract 
work was conducted by CVC for DEC (NPWS ) on Bitou 
bush and Groundsel bush along Shark Bay and Iluka, for 
Forests NSW on Groundsel bush in Glenugie SF, and for 
a regeneration project for Wooli Dunecare. 
 
The Bush Regeneration team based in Maclean is working 
on council reserves in conjunction with Noxious Weeds 
staff, particularly with the control of Lantana, Bitou bush, 
Winter senna and Asparagus fern.  Our roles are 
complimenting each other well for coastal reserves where 
Bitou bush was only targeted in the past. 
 
Roadsides were targeted in known problem areas, 
including works on Groundsel bush and Lantana, with 
Mother of millions control also continued along the council 
roads in the CVC South zone.   
 
Three staff were trained with Chemcert accreditation this 
quarter. 
 
CVC Floodplain Services  
Working on Salvinia and Water Hyacinth – they are 
regularly inspecting their drain systems and the feeder 
drains and creeks and will treat outbreaks of noxious 
weeds as soon as possible to prevent it spreading out of 
control.    

Coffs Harbour City Update 
Coffs Harbour had our first known infestation of Coolatai 
Grass on the Highway road verge at Bonville.  Spot 
sprayed some with Glyphosate and boom sprayed larger 
area with Fluproponate and Glyphosate under Permit No. 
7883. 
 
Have since found that the large infestation of Thatch 
Grass (Hyparrhenna rufa subsp. altissima) is also called 
Giant Coolatai and will receive the same treatment. 
 
Bitou Bush – undertaking ground spraying only in the 
regional park with only a small area to spray at Corambirra 
Point by helicopter at the quarry.  Completed a very 
detailed inspection of the Regional Park to identify aerial 
boom and aerial spot spraying locations. 
 
Broad Leaf Pepper Tree – still a reasonable number of 
large trees on Council land at Sapphire.  With new grant 
funding and the gaining of access through private land 
these trees will be cut down over the next few weeks. 
 
Alligator Weed – still only one infestation located.  This 
has been sprayed three times and looks under control until 
the many tubers in the soil are made obvious. 
 
Groundsel Bush – no new large infestations found for 
several years, except for one up on the Eastern Dorrigo at 
Ulong on the Upper Bobo River.  This was brought under 
control by spraying and stump poisoning. 
 
Crofton Weed – still a problem on old banana plantations 
eg 40 acres at South Boambee with bananas/avocadoes 
growing on two boundaries.  There are however some 
excellent examples of old plantations being revegetated 
and weed reinvasion is significantly reduced. 
 
Camphor Laurel – encouraging landowners to control 
their own by subsidising chemical use and offering free 
replacement trees.  EL Funds have been provided for the 
removal of roadside Camphors.  I am hoping a Part V 
Assessment will allow work to commence in spring without 
having to carry out a complete inspection of the City to 
identify where, how many and how big they are.  Council 
has also purchased a number of tree injector kits which 
will be supplied free of charge with chemical as an 
additional incentive to control these trees. 
 
EL Funding – fortunate to receive $146,500 for the control 
of Bitou Bush, Camphor Laurels, Privet, Pines, Chinese 
Celtis, Broad Leaf Pepper tree and Glory Lilly. 
 
Legal Advice – after experiencing trouble with some 
organic growers and chemically sensitive people for many 
years, legal advice was sought.  This allows Council to 
spray up to the boundary fence to control noxious weeds.  
Any buffer zone must be in the organic growers own 
property. 
 
Alleged chemically sensitive people need to offer proof of 
same, but again a landowner can spray weeds up to his 
boundary. 
 
Giant Parramatta Grass – both private land, roadsides 
and reserve programs commenced targeting the Eastern 
Dorrigo and roads leading to this area.   
 
Staff attended a Giant Parramatta Grass Field Day at 
Thora organised by Bellingen Landcare – proved to be an 
interesting morning with knowledgeable speakers. 
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Council was successful in getting a permit changed for the 
control of a large number of environmental weeds using 
Metsulphuron and Glyphosate. NPWS changed their 
Permit (No.5020) to allow use by all persons trained or 
experienced in the use and handling of agricultural 
chemicals and who are performing weed control as part of 
a bush regeneration / restoration project. 
 
Bellingen Shire Update 
Successes / Problems / Highlights 
� � Successful Cat’s Claw Creeper field day held at a 

NRCMA project site at Fernmount, hosted by EnVITE.  
 
� � Bellingen Shire Council Vegetation Officer attended 

National Bitou Bush/ Boneseed Management Group in 
Hobart. This was the first meeting of the group so a 
quantity of the time was spent setting up terms of 
reference and prioritising activities for the group. Plans 
for the development of a project for Defeating the 
Weeds Menace funds to remap the NSW Bitou 
infestation and containment lines was discussed. This 
issue will be further explored in the coming months. 

� � Council was successful in its application for an 
Environmental Levy. Possibility that some of these 
funds will be available for vegetation management and 
weed control operations. 

 
NCWAC & CMA Projects 
� � Bellingen cats claw creeper and Kalang vine weeds 

projects funded through 2004 CMA funds completed. 
� � Coffs Harbour and Bellingen kudzu also completed. 

Trials of Vigilant on Kudzu occurring. 
 
Future plans 
� � Bitou bush and coastal weeds management program. 
� � Review and expansion of Councils Noxious and 

Environmental Weed Management Plan in Draft – yet to 
be finalised. 

 

Nambucca Shire Update 
 
Giant Parramatta Grass – all roadsides treated by NSC – 
secondary growth after late rain. At tailors Arm a fungus 
outbreak has dramatically reduced the GPG infestation 
from 100% to 20% over 40-50acres. 
 
Bitou bush – control as part of Bitou Bush TAP on Crown 
Land to protect glycine from Scotts Head to Shire 
boundary. 
 
Pandanus leaf hopper – all beaches inspected in Shire 
for pandanus. None appeared to be infected with leaf 
hopper. 
 
Madeira vine – found on Taylors Arm river. Some control 
will occur. 
 
Buddleja – found at Congarinny. Controlled. 
 
Mysore thorn – infestation at Missabotti sprayed. 
 
Honey locust – Massive trees found at Grassy park, 
Bowraville. 
 
Groundsel bush – inspections of Crown lands. 
 
 
 
 
 

The information contained in this Newsletter is based on 
knowledge and understanding at the time of writing / 
compiling (7th October 2005). However, because of 
advances in knowledge, readers are reminded of the need 
to ensure that information upon which they rely is up to 
date and to check currency of the information with the 
appropriate officer from the NCWAC or appropriate 
member organization or the user©s independent adviser. 
 
When using herbicides always read and follow the label 
and ensure that the herbicide is registered or there is an 
appropriate permit for the intended use. 


