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Lantana Control Field Day. 22 March 2006. Bongil 
Bongil NP, 18km Sth of Coffs Harbour. 10am-2pm.  
Demonstration of control work in environmental 
sensitive areas with splatter gun. Integrated lantana 
control. Ph. National Lantana Coordinator Andrew 
Clark (07) 3224 8383 
 
Giant Parramatta Grass Field Day. 24 March 2006. 
Hastings Landcare. Identification and control 
measures, including the revolutionary swing wiper. 
Cathy Eggert 6586 4465 
 
Identification of Rainforest Plants. 25 March. 
Brunswick Valley Landcare. Ph Dave Rawlins 6626 
7028 
 
Environmental Trust. 31 March. 10am-1pm. Coffs 
Harbour. Workshop to provide information on the 
2006 annual grants program. Natalie Denham 8837 
6093 
 
Native grass recognition. 7 April. Camden Haven 
area. Hastings Landcare. Cathy Eggert 6586 4465 
 
Volunteer Risk Assessment Training 
12 April 2006. Grafton. Free workshop to provide 
leaders of community conservation groups with 
strategies to assess and control risks associated 
with their activities.  Includes a Risk Assessment 
Handbook. Ph. Conservation Volunteers Australia 
1800 032 501. www.conservationvolunteers.com.au 
 
Landcare Project Seed Orchard Open Day 
15 & 16 April 2006. Shark Creek. Featured in the 
ABC Open Garden Scheme, this garden is a large 
scale revegetation project with emphasis on future 
seed collection. Local plants will be for sale. 
Clarence Landcare 6643 5009.  
 
Chemical use course that considers 
environmental impacts. 23 & 24 March Coffs 
Harbour. 21 & 28 April Lismore. This training in the 
safe use of chemicals is designed particularly for 
bush regenerators and small farm owners. The 
course also discusses alternatives to chemicals for 
weed control. Ph. EnviTE Julie Reid (02) 6621 9588 
 

Native and Naturalised Grass Recognition 
Workshop 22 April (To be confirmed), 10am-3pm.   
Coffs Harbour. Coffs Harbour Landcare Jude Turner 
or Jenny Mulchrone 6651 1308 
 
Environmental Restoration Conference 
18-19 May 2006. Ballina. The aims of the 
conference are to present past and present research 
on sustainable ecological restoration projects, to 
provide a forum for current best practice, to bring 
together a range of people involved in natural 
resource management and to promote ecological 
restoration within local government and community 
groups. Ph. Julie Reid (02) 6621 9588  
www.envite.org.au 
 
Bush regeneration and revegetation workshops. 
Dorrigo. May/Sep - dates to be advised. Contact 
Bellingen Landcare Pia Dollmann 6655 0588 
 
Weeds and biodiversity Workshop. 6 June 2006. 
Richmond Valley. Ph Chrissy Clay 6626 1355 
 
15th Australian Weeds Conference 
24-28 September 2006. Adelaide. The conference 
theme is “Managing Weeds in a Changing Climate”.  
All professionals and community representatives 
welcome. Presentations and field trip.  
Ph (08) 8379 8222  
www.plevin.com.au/15AWC2006/ 
 
 
 

W E E D  N E W S  
 

2006 Weed Forum 
Will be held in the second week of May in the Tweed area. 
Features a HUGE range of speakers/issues. Details will be  
circulated as soon as they are finalised. 
 
New Acting Project Manager 
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New $ through NRCMA 
North Coast Weeds Advisory Committee successfully 
applied for Northern Rivers Catchment Management 
Authority funding to implement Part C of the Integrated 
Environmental Weed Strategy for Project No. 8 - Year 2.  
 
Part C will fund further control of bitou bush and other high 
priority coastal weeds in habitats such as littoral rainforest 
or near threatened species. Projects are to be completed 
by June 2006.  
Funding allocation: 
 
Far North Coast Weeds area $9,500 
Clarence LGA   $9,000 
Coffs LGA   $7,000 
Bellingen LGA   $3,500 
Bellingen-Tweed National Parks $9,000 
�
�

Noxious Weeds Act 
The Noxious Weeds Act has been amended and the new 
Act commenced on 1st March 2006. The main changes 
include: 
- change from 13 categories to 5 classes.  
             The new classes are:  
              Class 1 State Prohibited Weeds,  
              Class 2 Regionally Prohibited Weeds,  
              Class 3 Regionally Controlled Weeds,  
              Class 4 Locally Controlled Weeds   
              Class 5 Restricted Plants.  
- inclusion of owner with occupier of land required to 
control noxious weeds 
- prior notice of intention to serve notice on owner and/or 
occupier 
- reporting requirements for local control authorities 
- prohibited sale of notifiable weeds  
 
For further info: www.dpi.nsw.gov.au 
 

 
New noxious weed declarations 
Kudzu (Puereria lobata), Mysore Thorn (Caesalpinia 
decapetala), Chinese tallow (Triadica sebera), Honey 
locust (Gleditsia triacanthos) & Yellow bells (Tecoma 
stans) have been included as Class 3 Noxious weeds in 
the region from Nambucca to the Far North Coast under 
the new Weed Control Order. These weeds must be “fully 
& continuously suppressed and destroyed.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    
 Mysore thorn  Yellow bells 
 
Other weed species in the new Class 3 in this region are 
Black Willow (Bellingen and Clarence), Broad-Leaf Pepper 
Tree, Giant Rat’s Tail Grass, Green Cestrum, Groundsel 
Bush, Mother of Millions (Clarence only), Salvinia and  St 
Johns Wort (Clarence only).  
 
The new Class 5, Restricted Plants, applies throughout 
NSW. This Class includes all species of Lantana and also 
Cabomba and Sagittaria. One of  the  aims of this class is  

to prevent the spread of these weeds within NSW. These 
plants cannot be sold, moved or purchased and soil from 
areas of infestation cannot be moved to other locations. Local 
councils and businesses will be 
encouraged to remove existing 
public plantings and replace 
with plantings of  non-weedy 
alternatives.  
                  
Purple lantana. Source: BFNS 
 
  
yes…you guessed it….MORE FREE TREES!!! 
Free native fig trees and other replacement species are 
being offered to land managers undertaking camphor 
laurel / privet control in the Clarence, Coffs Harbour and 
Bellingen LGAs. The project is funded by the CMA & sales 
of the Camphor Laurel Kit. Ph. Reece Luxton (Clarence 
66433820), Barry Powells (Coffs Harbour 66484899) or 
Ian Turnbull (Bellingen 66557338) for yours! 
 

 New Woody Weed Removal Tool - the “ Rootblade”  
This tool, designed by retired engineer Euan McLean,  
and featured on the New Inventors on the ABC,  
is for extracting noxious woody weeds such as lantana 
and privet up to 8cm diameter. The tool slices the roots 
underground and levers the plant out. This method avoids  
bending as required for the cut & paint method and is a 
chemical free alternative for smaller diameter plants. 
Contact Euan at naued@netspace.net.au or 0402 523 848 
 
 
 

SOME UPCOMING FUNDING 
 

Conservation contracts 
The NRCMA via NSW Govt. Sustainability fund have 
launched the $1.1million Conservation Contract program. 
Landholders are invited to submit Expressions of Interest 
to undertake on-ground works to improve vegetation, 
biodiversity values and riparian management. Obtain an 
information sheet from www.northern.cma.nsw.gov.au with 
eligibility criteria, funding rules & contract arrangements by 
ph. 66530115 (Nambucca), 66530122 (Bellingen), 
66530112 (Coffs), 66420633 (Lower Clarence), 66420635 
(Mid Clarence), 66270123 (Upper Clarence, Richmond) or 
66725608 (Brunswick Tweed). 
 

Australia Post Community Development Grant 
Funding for any community group, including landcare, 
youth and indigenous groups, for environmental projects. 
Yearly grants of up to $3,300 (incl GST) are offered. Next 
closing date 31 May. www.landcareonline.com.au 
 

Mitre 10 Junior Landcare Awards 
This program provides funds for schools and youth groups 
across Australia wishing to participate in environmental 
projects. The program targets major issues relevant to our 
natural environment including: energy, waste/recycling, air, 
biodiversity, water and land. Most project applications will 
be expected to have a value of around $500. Next closing 
date 18 May 2006. www.mitre10.com.au 
 

Conserving / managing native vegetation 
There is still some funding available for private landholders 
under the NRCMA’s  Biodiversity Enhancement and 
Conservation project  for the Dorrigo Plateau and 
Bellinger-Kalang floodplain. The funds are for protecting 
and managing native vegetation, incl. bush regeneration, 
weed control, planting, fencing, alternative watering points 
and assessment of species present. . Ph. Ross Macleay 
6655 0919. Email lizardland@bigpond.com.au 
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Envirofund- round 8 
Now open. Closing date 28th April 2006. Grants up to $50, 
000 for environmental projects including revegetation,  
boardwalk construction, fencing to protect waterways, and 
activities that increase community awareness and 
knowledge. Ph 1800 065 863 or 1800 303 863 
www.nht.gov.au/envirofund 
 
Westpac Operation Backyard 
Grants generally up to $5,000. Eligible projects may 
receive 100% of the costs of the environmental materials. 
Some rules: - the project must be nominated by a Bank 
staff member or in-store operator, and involve Bank staff 
as volunteers; - the project must be supported by the local 
community; - Landcare Australia must verify the project©s 
environmental credibility. Landcare Australia will contact 
local landcare support staff and others to ensure that the 
project is technically correct and appropriate for the region. 
Ph. Heather Rapkins 07 3227 2539. 
 
Threatened Species Network Community Grant 
Program 
This program encourages communities to contribute to the 
health of the natural environment, targeting the needs of 
threatened species and ecological communities. Grants 
are provided for activities such as habitat restoration, 
weeding, monitoring and surveying populations, fencing 
and fire management.  
www.wwf.org.au 
 
Dept of Environment and Heritage Grants 
Grants available through DEH including a general grant 
overview booklet can be accessed at 
www.deh.gov.au/programs/index.html 
 
 

N E W  B O O K S ,  C D - R O M s  e t c .  
 

Introductory Weed Management Manual 
A manual has been prepared as a training aid for private 
landholders, conservation groups, catchment management 
groups, local government and industry.  Available from the 
Local Government and Shires Assoc of NSW website  
www.lgsa.org.au 
 
Noxious Weed Handbook for Councils and Councillors 
This handbook, produced by the NSW Dept of Primary 
Industries aims to improve the knowledge of the issues 
involved in noxious weed management. Topics include the 
roles and responsibilities of various stakeholders, weed 
management strategies and how to access external 
funding.  For a copy contact NSW DPI on  6391 3187.  
 
Woody Weeds of the Coffs Harbour Area. 
A CD-Rom prepared by Information Technology Students 
at Southern Cross University is now available for loan from 
the Coffs Harbour Landcare Office Ph. 6651 1308 
 
New National Landcare Directory 
Landcare Australia Ltd is building a national directory of 
Landcare groups to enable the landcare movement to be 
kept up to date on policy developments, funding 
opportunities, announcements and awards, and also to 
allow volunteers to find their nearest group.  
www.landcareonline.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
South east Queensland update from Qld 
Natural Resources, Mines and Energy 
Coastal Weeds 
* Bitou Bush seedlings were treated last November by 
staff from Qld NRME and Redland Shire Council on North 
Stradbroke Island in areas which had heavy infestations in 
the past.  In April Qld NRME staff will treat bitou bush on 
steep embankments and cliffs at Point Danger as part of 
the northern containment.  
 
The National Bitou Bush and Boneseed Management 
Committee held their meeting at North Stradbroke Island 

-  W E E D  W A R N I N G  -  
 

K U D Z U  
Pu er ar i a l o b at a 

 
 
 

 
 

 Kudzu smothers vegetation. Source: Jack Anthony 
www.yahoolavista.com/kudzu/ 

 
 
 

 

  
 

    Kudzu leaf and seed pod. 
       Source: M. Oakwood 

 
Originally from north Asia including Japan. Kudzu was 
introduced as a pasture legume and for erosion control. 
Kudzu is a major environmental weed in the USA due to 
its extremely fast growth in tropical and subtropical 
conditions. Kudzu is patchily distributed from south-east 
Qld to the mid North coast of NSW but has the potential 
to become a significant threat to natural ecosystems. 
Kudzu has recently been declared noxious.  
 
Kudzu is a perennial trailing or climbing vine, with 3 
lobed leaves, 7-25cm long. A number of vines emerge 
from one tuber, which can grow up to 1.8m long. In 
summer the plants produce purple or occasionally white 
pea-like flowers in elongated clusters. Seed pods are 
bean-like and hairy.  
 
Contact your local Weed Control Authority for more 
information.  

Kudzu flower.  
Source: Jack Anthony 
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last November to discuss future management of these 
weeds of national significance.  
 
* Telegraph Weed (Heterotheca grandiflora) infestations 
have been reinspected. Herbicide application last 
September has provided good results, with most sites only 
having 10% of the original density. Telegraph Weed has 
been recommended for declaration (Class 2) in Qld.  
 
Aquatic Weeds 
Newly discovered infestations of Senegal Tea 
(Gymnocoronis spilanthoides) and Alligator Weed 
(Alternanthera philoxeroides) on the Gold Coast have 
been inspected and treated a number of times by Gold 
Coast City Council staff and Qld NRME staff. Sites are 
showing rapid regrowth due to ideal summer growing 
conditions. One of the Senegal Tea infestations is being 
used as a trial site for research purposes. SE Qld has 
established a taskforce to manage Class 1 weeds, 
focusing on Senegal Tea, Alligator Weed and Hygrophila 
(Hygrophila costata).  
 
Other Weeds 
Honey Locust  tree There are small infestations on the 
Gold Coast, Logan City and in Beaudesert Shire. All 
infestations are periodically monitored and seedlings 
treated as part of the Qld campaign to eradicate honey 
locust tree. Honey Locust is declared in the Class 1 
category in Qld.  

 
 

 Far North Coast Weeds update (Tweed, 
Byron, Ballina, Lismore, Kyogle, & 
Richmond Valley LGA)) 
 
 Inspectorial Activities 
Inspection for Groundsel bush has continued this quarter 
with significant infestations located in Byron, Ballina,  
Lismore and Tweed Shires. Infestations have also been  
located in Richmond Valley and Kyogle Shires. Only 14% 
of the noxious weeds discovered through inspections 
required the issuing of a Weed Control Notice. 
 
Summer inspection schedules will continue to focus on 
weed tree species, Groundsel and aquatic weeds in the 
LGA.  With weather conditions continuing to be favourable 
for high rates of plant growth, FNCW are experiencing an 
extremely busy season for aquatic weeds. Successful 
release of Salvinia weevils was completed at Salt water 
Creek in Mullumbimby and Centennial Park in Ballina. 
Both releases have established well. 
 Alligator Weed infestations in Byron, Lismore (Wilson’s 
River) and Richmond Valley council areas have been 
treated and reinspection of sites is occurring. FNCW have 
applied for and received a permit to allow transport and 
disposal by spray crews. Manual removal, although time 
consuming, is still the most successful control method. 
Training on Alligator Weed control occurred this quarter 
and included a site visit to Boat Harbour near Richmond 
Hill by FNCW, NPWS and CVC staff.  
 
Increased confidence of inspectors in the use of WeedMap 
has contributed to a substantial increase in data received 
for the mapping of distribution and density of noxious 
weeds in the council area.  Problems are still arising with 
this system however technical support from RapidMap 
continues to alleviate most issues.  
  
Future activities will include the annual Aerial inspection 
for Groundsel and Aquatic weeds and the reinspection of 
all known W1 weed sites.  

 
Vacant Crown Land 
As a result of the inspection program by FNCW 
Inspectors on Crown Land, a substantial increase in 
grant funding has been obtained from the Dept of 
Lands for noxious and environmental weed control 
on crown land in the 05/06 financial year.  
 
Noxious Weed Status 
W1 Alligator weed Alternanthera philoxeroides 
Inspection this quarter revealed substantial infestations 
below the previous known limits of the Byron Ck 
infestations. Follow up inspections were carried out before 
the Christmas break to identify regrowth from treated sites.  
 
W1 Water Lettuce Pistia stratiotes 
Inspections of the Tyalgum site (Back Creek), Casino 
Meatworks, Richmond River and the Bora Creek site have 
revealed emergence of seedlings after spring germination.  
 
W2 Groundsel Baccharis halimifolia 
Extensive inspection programs are continuing for 
Groundsel. Land holders have made substantial efforts in 
removing this weed from their land. Inspections of Railway 
Land and National Parks have led to council providing 
quotes for control by FNCW spray gangs.  
 
W2 Broad Leaf Pepper Tree Schinus terebinthifolius 
Inspections were carried out on residential properties and 
roadsides in the Broken Head area. Reluctance to control 
is continuing to be a problem in the rural areas of Kyogle. 
Inspectors have issued SEINs warning notices and penalty 
notices will be issued if no control is undertaken.  
 
W2 Salvinia Salvinia molesta 
A vintage lake (Banora Point western drainage system) 
continues to reinfest. Council officers will be working in 
conjunction with Tweed Council in the development of a 
management plan to address the causes and treatment 
methods to gain effective long term control of this 
waterway. Infestations on private properties were 
discovered in all council areas bar Lismore and Kyogle. 
The infestations were limited to farm dams.  
 
W3 Bitou Bush Crsysanthemoides monilifera ssp 
rotundata 
Inspections of the northern containment zone in Tweed 
found small infestations mainly on land allocated for 
development. Roadside inspections have commenced for 
identifying the treatment areas. Cooperation has continued 
with Tweed, Ballina and Richmond Valley Shires in the 
adoption of a combined approach to Bitou Bush 
management.  
 
W3 Water Hyacinth Eichhornia crassipes 
The extent of infestations of water hyacinth has seen 
Council’s officers begin planning for applying for additional 
funding for control from alternative sources. Mapping of 
infestations will continue to identify the uppermost limits to 
begin treatments. Staff are currently planning control 
treatments in Pelican Creek within the Lismore council 
area.  
 
W4d Camphor laurel Cinnamomum camphora  
Inspections continued in the outlying areas of Richmond 
Valley, Kyogle and Lismore Shires. Inspectors are 
specifically targeting areas of low density and are mapping 
infestations.  Most landholders are cooperating and 
contractors will continue to be used for treatment of 
roadsides. 
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 Aerial Inspections 
No aerial inspections were conducted this quarter.  
 
Summary of Inspections for period 1st October to 2nd 

December 2005 by local government area 
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Forests NSW sprayed Groundsel Bush in Bungabbee 
State Forest in February. Work on the Forest Die Back trial 
has commenced in Donaldson SF - burning has been 
carried out.  
 
DEC NPWS have collaborated with Far North Coast 
Weeds and Wetland Care Australia on Bungawalbin Coral 
tree control. DEC also carried out a CMA funded weed 
control program in World Heritage Nightcap NP and the 
ongoing lantana control trials were expanded into the 
Border Ranges NP. There are ongoing restoration 
programs being carried out in approximately 20 reserves 
in the Northern Rivers region.  
 

Clarence Update 
An infestation of Lippia (Phyla candescens), a problem 
weed in the Murray Darling system, has been discovered 
on the banks of the Clarence (confirmed by specimen 
submitted to the Royal Botanic Gardens, Sydney).  This 
infestation will be closely monitored. Other properties 
nearby are being inspected.  

 
Co-ordination 
Reece Luxton was absent for a period during the last 
quarter due to vehicular trouble, with Chris Clausen acting 
in the Chief Weeds Officer position. Reece has now 
returned to work and has been preparing policies and 
procedures in readiness for the commencement of  the 
new Noxious Weeds Act.   
 
CMA projects 
CMA 2- Wytaliba Honey Locust was contracted to LAMMS 
with CVC Bush regeneration staff utilised. One week work 
was completed with further work to be targeted under the 
CMA River Reach projects.  
CMA 3- Initial work on the Cunglebung Creek Mysore 
Thorn and Madeira Vine have been carried out. Further 
work is planned for March with infestations along the Boyd 
River also to be targeted.  

 
The Lantana WONS program looking at Adaptive 
Management trials has been started in the Upper 
Copmanhurst area, with the landholders adopting 
mechanical control on the targeted infestations. 
Photopoints and data are to be collected from the site.  
 
Aquatic weeds are on the increase this season, with many 
landholders complaining about the prevalence of Water 
Hyacinth in the area. Programs are being arranged with 
necessary organisations to ensure that these areas are 
contained.  
 
Biocontrol was released for Salvinia on various properties 
 
Meetings attended included: 

·  National Bitou Bush and Boneseed Management 
Group meeting on North Stradbroke Island with 
Ian Turnbull. Gave presentation on the weed 
programs on the North Coast and on the 
Clarence coastline.  

·  North Coast Dunecare Conference at Iluka in 
December. Presentation given on Coastal Weeds 
Strategy.  

·  North Coast Weeds Officers meeting + North 
Coast Weeds Advisory Committee executive 
meetings 

 
Extension/publicity included: 

·  Two presentations given to TAFE and secondary 
school agriculture studies students 

·  Media releases- nil 
·  Coastcare Week presentation, Wooli 
·  Noxious Weeds van on display at Wooli over 

month of January 
·  Weed identification for landholders as required 
·  Attended Blackberry identification workshop 

 
Inspectorial 
Inspection numbers are down due to the Chiefs Weeds 
Officer being out of action and the inspectorial staff being 
required for operational duties.  
 
The township of Wooli was inspected as part of Coastcare 
Week – every backyard (381 properties) was inspected for 
noxious and environmental weeds.  The Broad Leaf 
Pepper Tree, which was the subject of a NCWAC-funded 
project, has re-emerged on a number of properties with 
minor follow-up required.  
 
New inspections were carried out through the Lower 
Coldstream, Tucabia and Tullymorgan areas. A high 
number of these properties had infestations of Water 
Hyacinth, multiplying at an alarming rate. Re inspections 
on properties were conducted for Groundsel Bush and 
Camphor Laurel as required.  

 
Tally 
Quarter 2 – October to December 2005 - 434 inspections 
and 436 reinspections (22 clean, 120 weeds found, 332 
clearance, 11 Sec 18 notice, 3 Sec 20 notice) 
 
There is particular concern for the aquatic weeds (Salvinia 
and Water Hyacinth) on the increase.  CVC Floodplain 
Services are starting a program for control in the near 
future. A survey was conducted on the Pandanus 
Planthopper in late November to ascertain the existence 
and to organise control. This program has been 
abandoned due to misidentification on the advice of the 
contracted entomologist.  
 
Surveys for aquatic weeds were conducted during this 
period as part of a reconnaissance prior to infestations 
becoming too large. A survey of Black Willow was 
conducted along the Coldstream River with all known 
infestations on Crown land controlled. The distribution of 
this weed in other catchments will be assessed.  

 
Operational 
Clarence Valley Council successfully gained funds for 
several projects under the Integrated Environmental Weed 
Strategy: Wytaliba Honey Locust $8500 (completed), 
Cunglebung Creek Mysore Thorn $12,000 (commenced), 
Clarence Bitou Bush $12,500 (commenced) and Clarence 
Moonflower $500 (March 2005).  
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Alligator Weed – nil 
Broad Leaf Pepper Tree – infestations in Wooli and 
Yamba controlled – 1.5 days 
Camphor laurel – roadside control – 4 days 
Celtis – nil 
Crofton – nil 
Green Cestrum – control in Grafton areas as required – 2 
days 
Giant Parramatta Grass - nil  
Groundsel Bush – roadside infestations as required – 2 
days 
RFL – roadsides in conjunction with property inspection – 
5 days 
Privet – nil 
Salvinia and Water Hyacinth – nil (biocontrol releases) 
 
Coastal weeds - the Bush Regeneration team based in 
Maclean achieved works on Glory Lily at strategic sites 
funded previously by NCWAC.  

 
 

 
 
The project for engaging and upskilling Indigenous people 
in NRM is still awaiting appointments and will see the 
employment and training of 10 people in bush 
regeneration activities in the Clarence area. 
 
 
Private works 

·  Water Hyacinth control for landholders in 
conjunction with property inspections 
RFL and Groundsel bush control for landholders 

 
Forests NSW carried out spraying for Mysore Thorn in 
Pine Brush State Forest in November and spraying for 
Mysore Thorn and Red Lantana in Dalmorton State Forest 
in December.  
 
DEC NPWS carried out Glory Lily control in Bundjalung 
NP and Yuraygir NP and remote areas of Iluka NR were 
treated for Climbing Asparagus and other rainforest weeds 
in a CMA word heritage weed control program. Groundsel 
bush control was carried out in central and southern 
Yuraygir and upcoming control will occur in Bundjalung 
NP. Slash pine were removed from southern Yuraygir NP 
and Coolatai Grass follow up occurred on Diggers Camp 
Rd, Illaroo Access Rd (Yuraygir NP) and Iluka Rd near 
Dhark Bay at Bundjalung NP.  
Cats Claw control follow up and extension is proposed for 
Mt Pikapene NP and the Susan Island program is to 
commence once bat numbers are reduced.  
 
 

 
Coffs Harbour Update 
 
Inspectorial 
City-wide inspections were completed for Groundsel Bush, 
Salvinia, Johnson grass and Chinese Celtis. Compliance 
rates have generally been very good. This has resulted in 
a significant reduction in the number of Section 18 and 20 
weed control notices issued.  
 
After several dry summers a return to a more normal weed   
pattern has lead to a significant increase in enquiries from 
ratepayers to control Salvinia, Morning Glory, Lantana and 
other Environmental weeds.  
 
Aquatic weeds 
There has been a significant increase in both the number 
and density of aquatic weeds in many parts of the city. 
New Salvinia outbreaks have been identified in several 
locations, while existing infestations are continuing to 
cause on-going concern. The largest infestation at 
Sapphire continues to grow at an alarming rate. Both 
Council and the land managers have been working with 
the NSWDPI Biological Unit in Grafton in an attempt to 
control the Salvinia with Cryptobageous. A recent 
evaluation of the site has indicated that this beetle has 
bred and dispersed from the initial release sites.  
 
The single known site of Alligator Weed is not showing any 
reduction in vigour despite several applications of 
herbicides. The area infested is not large and physical 
removal may be the best option.  
 
 Coastal Weeds 
Future weed control programs in Coffs Coast Regional 
Park were coordinated at a recent meeting between Barry 
Powells and Aaron Hartley (CHCC), Carl Freeman and 
Tim Scanlon (DEC NPWS). The meeting identified 
locations in the Coffs Coast Regional Park where chemical 
control of Bitou Bush is required during winter 2006. Both 
organisations are sharing responsibility for the control of 
this weed. Hopefully, the NPWS helicopter will be 
available to aerial spot spray headland areas where 
ground based spraying would not be possible. 
 
DEC are currently producing local action plans for 20 high 
priority locations within Coffs Coast Regional Park; mainly 
grassy headlands and littoral rainforest areas.  
The plans and Coastal Weeds Strategy will be finalised by 
March and will be followed by training of the 13 active 
Dunecare groups, NPWS and CHCC staff in weed control 
near Threatened species, in Endangered ecological 
communities and significant Aboriginal sites. 
 
NRCMA funding for the control of Bitou Bush and Glory 
Lily has allowed work to be carried out at Scrub Creek, 
Boambee Beach and Hearns Lake by a private contractor.  
Glory Lily control was carried out by DEC at Coffs Coast 
Regional Park.  
 
Chinese Celtis 
 A further round of warning letters has been sent to urban 
landowners within the Jetty area, where many large trees 
are still present. 
 
 
Forest Weeds 
DEC has recently carried out lantana and privet control 
programs in Bindarri NP. 
 

Glory Lily 
Source: NSW DEC 
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The NRCMA funded kudzu project is continuing with 
emphasis on further control of three existing infestations, 
at Bruxner Park, Korora and Nana Glen. 
 
Forests NSW have sprayed Asparagus Weed and 
Crofton’s Weed in Wedding Bells SF and carried out 
general roadside spraying in Tuckers Knob SF in January.  
Forests NSW became members of the Nana Glen 
Landcare Group via John Ogburn from Orara Valley 
Rivercare Group. This allows the group to access SF as 
part of their weed control activities in riparian areas. 
FNSW has contributed $10, 000 to weed control activities 
in Pine Creek SF in a coordinated program to suppress 
weed invasion in recently harvested delayed transfer (to 
DEC Estate) compartments.  
 
 Other Weeds 
Johnson grass 
A large number of small infestations, mostly confined to 
the Pacific Highway road verge, were sprayed in 
November 2005. Many have re-grown from rhizomes. The 
sites were re-sprayed in January 2006.  
 
Giant Parramatta Grass  
Council roadside control and private works programs have 
been completed. Weather conditions have been ideal for 
the growth of this weed and the demand from private 
landowners to hire wick wipers has been considerable. 
Some have used a combination of Flupropanate and 
Glyphosate with very good results. 
 
Future Plans 
- Review of existing noxious weed declarations 
- Commencement of removal of roadside Camphor 

Laurels funded by Council©’ Environmental Levy 
- An incentive will be provided to private landowners to 

encourage them to remove Camphor Laurels; free 
use of tree injector kits 

- Large scale spraying of roadside Lantana in the 
Karangi-Coramba area commenced in February 

- Other roadside noxious weeds to be targeted in 
February/March include Groundsel Bush, Crofton 
Weed and Privet.  

-     DEC NPWS will be submitting a series of 4 full-page  
      media articles in the Coffs Coast Advocate in April-    
     May on backyard weed trees, vines, shrubs and   
      ground-covers.  
 

Bellingen Shire Update 
 
Coastal Weeds 
NRCMA Funds 
A further $11, 000  has been received for use by the end 
of June 2006 for coastal zone works.  
 
DEC NPWS carried out Glory Lily control at Bongil Bongil 
NP. DEC has commenced planning for an Envirotrust 
application to expand Glory Lily control in and adjacent to 
Bongil Bongil NP, Bellingen LGA involving DEC NPWS, 
Dept Lands, Bellinger Landcare and Tuckers Rock 
Dunecare group. Recent lantana control has also  
been carried out in Bongil Bongil NP.  
 
Riparian Weeds 
DEC has carried out Madeira Vine control in Bellinger 
River NP.  
 
Plateau Weeds 
The Privet and Blackberry annual programs have 
been completed on the Dorrigo Plateau. In Dorrigo 
NP, DEC has recently carried out Lantana and 

Madeira vine control and a 6ha regeneration project 
has commenced following large-scale control of 
privet. Privet control has also been carried out by 
DEC in Deervale NR and a weed management plan 
will soon be produced for Junuy Juuluum NP near 
Dorrigo.  
 
Planned Works  
Roadsides to be wickwiped early February. Follow up 
control of  Lantana, Camphor Laurel and groundsel bush 
on roadsides is progressing.  The NRCMA funded kudzu 
project is continuing with control being carried out at new 
sites and previously controlled sites at Thora, Kalang and 
Hydes Creek Rd.  
 
Completed Works 
Council’s annual Black willow inspection and control 
program have been undertaken on the Bellinger and 
Kalang River. 
The Salvinia weevil has been released into two dams in 
January, one in urban Bellingen and one on Summervilles 
Rd.  

Noxious Weed Administration 
Council’s Noxious and Environmental Weeds Draft 
Management Plan 2006-2011 has had further 
amendments due to be finalised by beginning of March in 
conjunction with the commencement of the Act. 
 
Noxious Weeds Education & Training  
The Vegetation Officer, Ian Turnbull, attended the 
Blackberry ID workshop in Armidale in December. A 
sample of a fruiting blackberry from Bellingen was keyed 
out to be Rubus laudatus. This is an American species 
that is not part of the Rubus fruticosus aggregate. 
 
Roadside Management 
Bellingen Council accepted CMA/REC funds of $5,000 to 
reassess some significant roadside areas.  
 

Nambucca Shire Update 
 
Coastal Weeds / issues 
Bitou Bush assessments have been carried out in the 
Nambucca and Scotts Heads regions.  
 
An infestation of Glory Lily has been located at Shelley 
Beach and Swimming Creek, Nambucca Heads.   
DEC has carried out Glory Lily control at Valla NR.  
 
There has been a reinspection of Pandanus Palms along 
the coastline for possible Leaf Miner outbreaks – no leaf 
miners have been detected.  
 
 
Aquatic weeds 
Salvinia weevils have been released at Utungun on a 
private dam and other release sites have been assessed, 
with good results at all.  
 
Water Lettuce has been detected on a small dam in 
Nambucca State Forest near Nambucca Heads in 
January. 39 plants were removed the day after their 
discovery. The plants are suspected to have been 
introduced to the dam, as this weed has not been seen in 
the Shire for over 16 years.   
 
Forest Weeds 
Lantana control has been carried out by DEC recently in 
Valla NR, Jagun NR and Ngambaa NR.  
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Other weeds 
Giant parramatta grass 
There has been widespread Parramatta grass growth 
throughout the region. Many landowners are currently 
wickwiping paddocks to reduce its spread. Roadside 
control is also being implemented.  
 
Property inspections for Groundsel Bush and Giant Rats 
Tail grass have been carried out. Control of Groundsel on 
Crown and Council Lands has occurred. There has also 
been control of small outbreaks of Mysore Thorn in the 
Bowraville and Missabotti area and follow-up control of 
Madeira vine regrowth in the Wirrimbi area.  
 
Coolatai Grass has been located in several locations 
throughout the Shire. Some control has already been 
performed, with the remainder to be controlled in coming 
weeks.  

 
 
Spiny Burrgrass (Gentle Annie) infestations have been 
controlled on Stuarts Island Nambucca Heads and in the 
Hyland Park and Valla Beach areas.  
 
 
 
 
The information contained in this Newsletter is based on 
knowledge and understanding at the time of writing / 
compiling (21st March 2006). However, because of 
advances in knowledge, readers are reminded of the need 
to ensure that information upon which they rely is up to 
date and to check currency of the information with the 
appropriate officer from the NCWAC or appropriate 
member organization or the user©s independent adviser. 
 
When using herbicides always read and follow the label 
and ensure that the herbicide is registered or there is an 
appropriate permit for the intended use. 

Coolatai grass, 
Meri Oakwood 


