Newsletter for the NSW North Coast Weeds Advisory Committee

Now, what’'s going on in weeds....

Chemcert course. 30 June. Lismore
Phone ENVITE Julie Reid 6621 9588

Wetland Field Days. June/July dates TBA.

1. Near Point Lookout 2. Guyra region.

Ph Wetland Care Australia Mark Graham 0424 498
033

Plant identification workshop. date TBA. Kyogle.
Ph Richmond Landcare Services Bob Jarman 6632
0012

Ecological Restoration Field Day. 7 July 2006.
9am-12pm. Byrill Ck Rd, Brays Creek (Tweed). Ph.
Paola Wilson 6686 9095 or Clair Masters 6679 3308

Chemcert Course. 27 + 28 July. Grafton. Phone
ENVITE Julie Reid 6621 9588

Revegetation workshop, Dorrigo. August - date to
be advised. Species selection, planting design and
methods. Contact Bellingen Landcare Pia Dollmann
6655 0588

Chemcert Course. 18 + 25" August. Lismore.
Phone ENVITE Julie Reid 6621 9588

Big Scrub Rainforest Day. 10 Sept 2006. Rocky
Creek dam. Walks, talks, presentations and
workshops on conservation and enhancement of the
Big Scrub Rainforest. Ph Big Scrub Rainforest
Landcare Group Kerri Francis 6627 0114

Camphor Field Day. 10 Sept 2006. 33 Smiths
Creek Rd, Uki. Tweed Landcare Ph Kate McKenzie
6672 5488

15™ Australian Weeds Conference

24-28 September 2006. Adelaide. The conference
theme is “Managing Weeds in a Changing Climate”.
All professionals and community representatives
welcome. Presentations and field trip. Topics include
animal dispersal of weeds, crop weed management,
social and policy change, herbicide resistance, weed
risk management, aquatic weeds, environmental
weeds and biological controls. Delegates get to kill a
feral Olive tree in the Adelaide Hills!

Ph (08) 8379 8222
www.plevin.com.au/15AWC2006/

15" NSW Coastal Conference

7-9 November 2007. Novotel Pacific Bay Resort,
Coffs Harbour. Conference topics include Coastal
lakes and waterways, coastal zone management,
marine biodiversity. Contact Stefanie Wilson 6650
9800 www.eastcoastconferences.com.au

Northern Rivers Landcare Forum

29-31 March 2007. Grafton. Speakers, panels, field
trips, workshops. The forum also hosts the Northern
Rivers region Landcare Awards. Ph Kerri Francis
6627 0114 or Lindy Brown 6562 0719

Symposium on Biological Control of Weeds
22-27" April 2007. Montpellier, France
www.weeds.crc.org.au

WEED NEWS

Weeds Forum

The 4™ North Coast Weed Forum was held on May 10" at
the Seagulls Club at Tweed Heads. The forum attracted
around 160 delegates mostly from NSW and QId (and as
far away as Tasmania). The combination of South East
Queensland and Northern NSW weeds practitioners
provided the opportunity for cross border communication
on very similar issues and identifying current and potential
weeds. This combined approach improves strategic
management. The audience was a mix of Local and State
government representatives and service authorities, as
well as members of Landcare, Bushcare and Dunecare
community groups. Topics included Defeating the weeds
Menace, Updates on Biological Control, new weeds and
declared noxious weeds, coastal weeds, early detection of
aquatic weeds, the Noxious Weeds Act changes in NSW,
weeds and their impact on biodiversity, honey locust, cats
claw creeper, siam weed and telegraph weed. The
NCWAC thanks all of the speakers for making it such a
successful day. Proceedings of the forum will be available
on the NSW North Coast Weeds Advisory Committee
website www.northcoastweeds.org.au

Environmental Restoration Conference

The inaugural Environmental Restoration Conference was
hosted by EnviTE and held at Ballina RSL Club May 18-
19" Delegates came from as far afield as Tasmania,
Newcastle and Hervey Bay (QId). Tim Low gave a stirring
keynote speech, followed by a range of speakers covering
a variety of topics including weed research and
management, ecology and restoration of rainforest and the
Native Vegetation Act. Dorean Hull gave a refreshing
presentation on Brisbane City Council's Wipe Out Weeds
campaign, which has successfully engaged the community
in reducing weeds in the urban environment. Field trips
were to the Ballina coastline and the Brockley Big Scrub.
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This conference was well run, informative and stimulating -
congratulations to all of those who contributed to make it
such a success.

Weed Warriors

Students at primary and secondary schools in NSW, Vic,
SA and QId are set to join the crusade against the
progressive invasion of the native environment by alien
plants. A three year grant from the NHT has enabled the
Weeds CRC to expand its Weed Warriors program.
Students are given the opportunity to breed and release
natural enemies (usually insects) of invasive plants such
as Bridal creeper, gorse, horehound, lantana and mimosa.
The program is conducted over six weeks with each group
of students being provided with a mini insectary and
colonies of natural enemies. Contact the National Weed
Warriors Coordinator Kate McArthur (03) 9785 0111
Kate.McArthur@dse.vic.gov.au

Bushland-friendly gardens

The Weeds CRC has developed a new website with weed
lists for each region (22) in Australia. The focus of the site
is to list plants that should not be grown and preferably
controlled.
www.weeds.crc.org.au/bushlandfriendlygardens

Recommended plant species for riparian areas

This website has fantastic picture galleries of plants that
can be used to restore waterways. Although this website is
from Brisbane, many of the species are similar to those
used on the NSW north coast.
Www.saveourwaterwaysnow.com.au

NRCMA Rural Roads project

NRCMA is currently undertaking a Rural Road &

Roadsides Land Management Project with its 19 local
councils. The project focuses
on soil conservation and
remediation, but also
addresses guidelines on
slashing and mowing. Two
councils have indicated that
their slashers have a fan
mounted above the blades to

prevent weed seeds from
being dispersed. Two
mentioned that they carry out

roadside weed mapping. The
Rural Roads project aims to
produce guidelines to
improve roadside

management practices. Contact Janet Purcell 6645 8684

ncep@tpg.com.au

wait..... there’s more..... FREE TREES!!

Free native fig trees and other useful replacement species
are being offered to land managers undertaking camphor
laurel / privet control in the Clarence, Coffs Harbour and
Bellingen LGAs. The project is funded by the CMA & sales
of the Camphor Laurel Kit. Ph. Reece Luxton (Clarence
66433820), Barry Powells (Coffs Harbour 66484899) or
lan Turnbull (Bellingen 66557338) for yours!

SOME UPCOMING FUNDIN

Australian Government’s Community Water Grants
Grants of up to $50,000 for practical on-ground projects.
Open to Local government, schools, indigenous
organisations and community groups. Projects can include
riparian revegetation works to improve water quality.
Round 2 will open very soon. To register to receive
information visit www.communitywatergrants.gov.au

Wetland Action Grants

Small grants for action to improve or protect wetlands,
focusing on 30 identified wetland complexes in NRCMA.
Landowners, agencies, Landcare groups and industry can
apply. Smaller grants for landowners, up to $30,000 for
groups. Expressions of interest due 12 July 2006. Contact
Nicola 6681 6069 or Alan Cibilic 6645 8684
alancibilic@wetlandcare.com.au

Fish Habitat Grant Program (NSW DPI)

Grants of up to $30, 000 will be available to community
groups, councils and fishing clubs for the rehabilitation of
fish habitat, in both freshwater and saltwater areas.
Projects can include riparian and wetland rehabilitation,
weed management. The next round will open in July and
close in October. Visit www.fisheries.nsw.gov.au for more
information.

CMA funding for Landholders

The most recent round of funding for Landholders from the
CMA closed at the end of May and applications are
currently being assessed. These Conservation Contracts
were for on-ground works to improve vegetation,
biodiversity values and riparian management. However, it
appears as though more funding will be available in
July’August 2006. Information will become available before
the next round opens. Keep watching the website for
updates www.northern.cma.nsw.gov.au or contact the
CMA Head office 6642 0622 or phone the local CMA
offices 66530115 (Nambucca), 66530122 (Bellingen),
66530112 (Coffs), 66420633 (Lower Clarence), 66420635
(Mid Clarence), 66270123 (Upper Clarence, Richmond),
Jamie Morton 6627 0119 (Alstonville) or 66725608
(Brunswick Tweed).

Mitre 10 Junior Landcare Awards

This program provides funds for schools and youth groups
across Australia wishing to participate in environmental
projects. The program targets major issues relevant to our
natural environment including: biodiversity, water and land.
Projects may include environmental monitoring programs,
waste minimisation or undertaking an environmental field
trip. Most project applications will be expected to have a
value of around $500. Next closing date 3 August 2006.
www.mitrel0.com.au

Bi-Lo Junior Landcare Land Grants

This funding source is linked to the Mitre 10 program but a
school or youth group can apply for both concurrently.
The program encourages kids to be involved in local Land
projects e.g. increasing the area of native vegetation,
establishing an indigenous garden or reducing weeds.
Grants of up to $500 are available. The next closing date
is 4 August 2006. www.landcareaustralia.com.au Phone
03 9662 9977

Bundaberg Rum Bush Fund

Grants up to $5,500 to help communities undertake
Landcare projects to improve the health of our rivers. The
next closing date is 15" Sept 2006 (to be confirmed).
www.landcareonline.com
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Australia Post Community Development Grant
Funding for any community group, including landcare,
youth and indigenous groups, for environmental projects.
Yearly grants of up to $3,300 (incl GST) are offered. Next
closing date 29 Sept 2006. www.landcareonline.com.au

Westpac Operation Backyard

Grants generally up to $5,000. Eligible projects may
receive 100% of the costs of the environmental materials.
Some rules: - the project must be nominated by a Bank
staff member or in-store operator, and involve Bank staff
as volunteers; - the project must be supported by the local
community; - Landcare Australia must verify the project®
environmental credibility. Landcare Australia will contact
local landcare support staff and others to ensure that the
project is technically correct and appropriate for the region.
No closing date. Ph. Heather Rapkins 07 3227 2539.

Dept of Environment and Heritage Grants

Grants available through DEH including a general grant
overview booklet can be accessed at
www.deh.gov.au/programs/index.html

Free Satellite imagery

The Department of Lands has published SPOT 5 satellite
imagery on their website for the whole of NSW. Visit
http://www.maps.nsw.gov.au/ and click on the “imagery”
tab. Then click under “Lands Spatial information
exchange” to see the images. You can view your
property, your town or your catchment.

Weeds of National Significance Guides

There are 20 Weeds of National Significance (WONS)
including Lantana, Cabomba, Salvinia and Bitou Bush
These weeds are regarded as the worst weeds in Australia
because of their invasiveness, potential for spread and
economic and environmental impacts. These guides were
produced by the Weeds CRC and highlight details from
distribution to control.
www.weeds.crc.org.au/publications/weed_man_guides.ht
ml

NEW BOOKS, CD-ROMs etc.

Weed publications 2006

This booklet catalogues a suite of publications on weed
management including books, technical series,
newsletters, weed management guides, workshop
proceedings, fact-sheets, school resources and training
resources suitable for the VET sector. Details of each
publication and where to get them are provided.
www.weeds.crc.org.au or contact Jackie Watts
weedscrc.publications@adelaide.edu.au

Economic impact assessment of Australian Weed
Biological Control.

By AR page and KL Lacey. Jan 2006.
www.weeds.crc.org.au

Blackberry - An identification tool to introduced and
native Rubus in Australia by Robyn and Bill Barker

In Australia Rubus fruticosus agg. is one of the 20 Weeds
of National Significance, however at least 14 taxa of
blackberry occur in Australia. The aim of this key is to
improve the ability of weed professionals to link the
variation in efficacy of herbicides and rust in control, to the
species of blackberry. Weed professionals are encouraged
to send verifiable samples to herbaria to enhance
knowledge of the range of various species within Australia.
The key can be purchased from
www.cbit.uq.edu.au/software/blackberry

or contact Annette Beer 6938 1671
annette.beer@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Rural Landholders Guide to Environmental Law

The NSW Environmental Defenders Office has recently
produced this guide with the assistance of the Hunter-
Central Rivers CMA. This publication is aimed to assist
landholders understand their legal rights and manage their
land in accordance with environmental and natural
resource management law. The full text is available at:
http://www.edo.org.au/edonsw/site/publications.php or via
enmail tisha.dejmanee@edo.org.au

- WEED WARNING -
SAGITTARIA

(also known as Arrowhead)

Sagittaria platyphylla

Sagittaria,
with flowers

Source: Sainty
& associates
Pty Ltd

Originally from America. Sagittaria is a water plant that
grows in slow-moving shallow permanent fresh-water
and consequently, is a weed of rice crops and wetlands.
This species is present in several subdivsions of NSW
including on the North Coast and is also in Qld, Vic, SA
and WA.

Sagittaria is a rhizomatous perennial to 80cm tall, that is
recognised by white flowers with three petals, stems that
are triangular in cross section and leaves that are strap-
shaped underwater. The leaves are broader above
water, being linear or ovate in shape. Root tubers are
often present.

This plant is spread by flotation of seed, tubers or entire
plants. Dumping of ornamental plants has aided spread.
Sagittaria was available in nurseries up until recently.
The new Noxious Weeds Act has listed Sagittaria as a
Class 5 weed, plants that are Restricted throughout
NSW, which means that the plant cannot be sold, moved
or purchased. Sagittaria can be controlled by manual
digging or by herbicide but contact your local council
before applying herbicide over water.
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Tweed, Byron, Ballina, Lismore, Kyogle
& Richmond Valley LGA (Far North
Coast Weeds area) update

Inspectorial Activities

Favourable weather conditions during this period have
resulted in an increase in the emergence of seedlings and
the growth of existing noxious weeds in the county area.
1792 inspections were conducted during this quarter with
15% of properties inspected found to have noxious weeds.
Inspections for the quarter have concentrated on
Groundsel, Broad leaf pepper tree, Camphor laurel, Celtis,
Noogoora Burr and Salvinia. Inspections identified
properties with inadequate control of Bitou Bush, Green
Cestrum, Giant Parramatta Grass, Red Lantana, Water
Hyacinth and Water lettuce.

Three per cent (3%) or 49 properties were issued Section
18 Weed Control Notices (WCN) to ensure control was
undertaken to satisfy the requirements of the NSW
Noxious Weed Act. WCN's were issued for Bitou Bush,
Groundsel, Broad Leaf Pepper Tree, Noogoora Burr, Giant
Rats Tail Grass and Salvinia.

With the introduction of the amended NSW Noxious Weed
Act on1® March 2006, inspectors were directed to inspect
all nurseries, aquariums, landscaping business and other
points of sale of plants. Inspectors identified several
nurseries and one departmental chain store that were
unaware of the change in legislation and in particular the
prohibition from sale of all Lantana species. Education and
information given by FNCW Inspectorial staff resulted in
the removal from sale of all identified Class 5 weeds.

While undertaking retail and wholesale inspections staff
identified roadside infestations of newly declared weeds
and completed re-inspections of properties identified under
the previous Noxious Weed Act. This led to a small
increase in the number of 2™ Inspections, 6% or 117
properties and 3" Inspections 3% or 55 properties
completed this quarter.

Inspection activities for the next quarter will focus on
mapping distribution and density of Bitou Bush, Alligator
Weed, Giant Rats Tail Grass, Giant Parramatta Grass,
Celtis, Broad Leaf Pepper, Water Lettuce, Hymenachne,
Mysore Thorn, Yellow Bells, Kudzu, Chinese Tallow,
Honey Locust and Green Cestrum.

Council has received an update for the Geographical
Information System “WeedMap” addressing the changes
in the legislation. Benefits of the program are visible.
Continued difficulties with the database and linking of
information has frustrated some operators. It is hoped that
the new version will eliminate these errors in the program
and allow for a potential increase in productivity by FNCW
inspectorial staff.

Noxious Weed Status

W1/Class1 Pistia stratiotes Water Lettuce
Inspections of known infestation areas are continuing with
a new infestation being discovered in the Richmond Valley
in a flood mitigation drainage channel 1.2 kilometres south
of Coraki. After flooding occurred in the Bungawalbin area,
inspections revealed Water Lettuce had been washed
from Bora Creek into the Bungawalbyn Creek via a flood
gate which had been opened to drain Bora Creek.

W1/Class 2 Alternanthera philoxeroides Alligator Weed
Inspections of the Casino site have continued to find
regrowth although the area of infestation has been
reduced by 50%. Herbicide application occurred in
February. Inspections and treatment of the upper
infestation of Byron Creek were completed with an
inspection and treatment of the downstream infestation in
the Wilson River completed in April. Inspection revealed
regrowth at an urban site in Byron Bay.

W2/Class 3 Baccharis halimifolia Groundsel
Inspections continue to identify properties with Groundsel
Bush prior to flowering although widespread continued
diligence by Council’s Inspectors is reducing the
distribution of this weed annually. Aerial inspections were
undertaken in April for this weed while in flower.

Forests NSW have carried out spraying of Groundsel in
Whiporie State Forest.

W2/Class 3 Schinus terebinthifolius Broadleaf Pepper
Tree

Inspections to date have concentrated on suburban
infestations in South Tweed. Infestations have also been
found in the North Eastern region of Kyogle Shire. Future
inspections are planned for the Byron Bay, Ballina and
Lismore areas.

W2/Class 3 Salvinia molesta Salvinia

Follow-up inspections of waterways bordering the Banora
Point drainage system have revealed reinfestation after
treatments of the drains occurred at the end of 2005.
Inspections of Ballina, Richmond Valley and Byron Council
areas have seen the release of biological control agents in
an attempt to limit the use of herbicides due to control
costs and environmental concerns.

The “Salvinia weevil’ Cyrtobagous salviniae was obtained
from the NSW DPI Grafton research centre. From the
releases, a 90% establishment rate was obtained and
infestations are being reduced in density and area. With
high rates of infestation it is hoped that the weevils will
over winter on the remaining infestations and remerge in

spring.

W2/Class 3 Celtis sinensis Chinese Celtis
Inspections of the Findon Creek area in Kyogle Shire have
identified a large riparian infestation of Celtis along the
creek. Initial inspections and follow up have been
completed with control measures in place. Larger trees on
properties will require the implementation of property
management plans by the relevant noxious weed
inspectors and CWO.

W?2/Class 4 Rubus fruticosus agg. spp. Blackberry

A small infestation was controlled on Leycester Road,
Lismore. Inspection of surrounding properties has
revealed minor infestations. Inspections are to continue in
Kyogle, Richmond Valley and Lismore areas next quarter.

W?2/3 Class 3-4 Sporobolous spp. Giant Rats Tail and
Giant Parramatta grass

Without the support of external funding from the NSW DPI,
Council’s control program was reduced by 50% for the
second year in a row. Continued funding from Council is
allowing for control to be undertaken in non core areas
reducing the spread of these two weeds. Funding from
state government is essential to continue the productive
work by Council’s staff and constituents in further limiting
the spread.
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Inspections and reports from private landholders continue
to show that control treatments need to continue
throughout the county area. Inspections are aimed at
identifying isolated infestations and containing the spread
by treating roads that are regularly slashed and areas of
stock movement including showgrounds.

W2/ Class 4 Xanthium occidentale Noogoora Burr
Inspections have revealed small infestations of Noogoora
Burr in the Tweed and Lismore areas. Favourable weather
conditions for germination of seedlings in disturbed soil
areas resulted in 12 properties being identified as failing to
have satisfactory control programs for Noogoora Burr

W3/Class 4 Chrysanthemoides monilifera sp.
Rotundata Bitou Bush

Inspections are planned for the next quarter to identify
outlying roadside and private property infestations to
reduce the amount of seed set next season.

W3/Class 4 Eichhornia crassipes Water Hyacinth

Aerial inspections are to be conducted in April to identify
upper catchment infestations in the Richmond Floodplain
area.

W4d/ Class4
Laurel
Adoption and implementation of Councils revised
Camphor Laurel Control Strategy is planned for the July
meeting. Inspections of properties and subsequent control
will increase with the availability of this strategy.
Inspections next quarter will focus on outlying infestations
at Bonalbo, Rappville, Woodenbong and Coraki areas.

Cinnamomum camphora Camphor

Aerial Inspections

No aerial inspections were conducted in between January
and March. Inspections were carried out in April and will
take two days. Inspections will primarily focus on
Groundsel Bush but will also be targeting Bitou Bush and
Aquatic Weeds.

Summary of Inspections for period 1* January to
31° March 2006 by Local Government Area
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Inspection summary by type for period 1* January to
31° March 2006

1st Action 280
| 1" Report 49
| 15"NO 1173

ACTION

2M™ 117

3" 55

Special 118

Total 1792

Northern Rivers Catchment Management Association
(NRCMA)

Contractors employed for the NRCMA Environmental
project (Kudzu) have made substantial progress on the
infestations located at Limpinwood and Wilson’s River.
Delays in the signing of the Camphor laurel Replacement
Project contacts have affected the launch of this project.
FNCW inspectorial staff are finalising Bitou project for the
Evans Head region with the site selected bordered by the
Evans river in the south and Air force beach in the North.
Problems associated with threatened species habitat will
be resolved by coordinating control with the Richmond
Valley Council, NPWS, DOL, NRCMA and community
groups.

- WEED WARNING -

MICONIA

Miconia calvescens

Miconia is a small tree (4-15m) that is native to
tropical America. The leaves are large (often more
than 70cm long), dark green above, iridescent
purple on the undersides and have three
prominent veins. The flowers are small, sweet
scented and white to pink. The fruits are purple-
black when ripe and attractive to birds. Seeds will
germinate and grow under very low light
conditions.

This species is a major weed in many countries,
in particular Tahiti and Hawaii where its
aggressive growth habit forms dense
monospecific thickets in rainforest understoreys,
displacing indigenous plant species. The plant has
been referred to as the “purple plague”.

Miconia was first introduced to Australia in 1963 to
the Townsville Botanic Gardens. Active
infestations are currently only found in northern
Qld however this species could establish in
coastal regions of Qld and NSW. Miconia is
present in Botanic Gardens in Sydney,
Melbourne, Brisbane and Mt Tambourine. The
plant is spread by birds and gardeners.

In NSW, Miconia is listed as a Class 1 Weed,
NSW Prohibited Weeds. The aim of the Class 1
classification is to prevent the introduction of
certain species into NSW. Under the new Weeds
Act, Miconia must be eradicated from any land
and the land must be kept free of the plant.
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FNCW Inspection activities for the period 1% January to 31%' March 2006

Noxious Weed Byr Bal Lis Ky RV Twd | Total
Alligator Weed 1 1
Bitou Bush 8 8
Broadleaf Pepper
Tree 2 2 3 2 19 28
Bathurst Burr 1 1
Camphor Laurel 9 3 12
Cabomba 1 1
Celtis 2 12 4 18
Groundsel 27 14 39 20 7 39 146
g Green Cestrum 2 1 1 3 7
© Giant Parramatta
< | Grass 1 3 1 3 8
.L% Giant Rats Grass 1 1 2
General Weeds 1 1
Noogoora Burr 5 2 5 12
Rhus tree 1 1
Red Lantana 2 2 1 1 6
Salvinia 1 2 12 15
Saggittaria 1 1
Water Hyacinth 2 2 2 6
Water Lettuce 1 5 6
Total 1st Active 32 21 65 47 27 88 280
Bitou Bush 2 2
Groundsel 4 1 6 2 3 16
— £ | Broad Leaf Pepper
2 8 | Tree 28 28
w @

@ | Noogoora Burr 1 1
Giant Rats Grass 1 1
Salvinia 1 1
Total 1st Report 5 1 6 3 0 34 49
1st No Action 92 75 236 171 263 336 1173
2nd Report 5 4 15 18 14 61 117
3rd Report 7 13 10 9 16 55
Special 13 17 42 19 9 18 118
TOTAL
INSPECTIONS 154 118 377 268 322 553 1792

DEC NPWS are still involved in Bitou Bush control on
several fronts:

* ongoing control in Bundjalung NP (aerial spraying and
aerial spot spraying May/June 2006).

* ongoing involvement in Tweed Bitou Bush Committee

* aerial spraying on Crown Lands (not DEC) for Fingal and
surrounding Wommin Lake area.

* Commencement of control program on Ukerebah in the
Tweed Estuary as part of the works for the northern
containment zone

* Commencement of NRR Regional Bitou Bush Strategy
and site specific management plans (as per the Bitou
TAP) to be completed by end of June

* Commencement of a Byron Coast Bitou Bush
Communication Strategy

Other DEC weed control programs include:

* Ongoing bush regeneration programs in various
reserves/parks in NRR i.e. rainforest remnants, Arakwal,
Cape Byron, Tweed coast etc

* Ongoing Threatened species works for Rapanea at
Mallanganee, Mitchell's Rainforest Snail at Stott’s Island,
and World Heritage Works in Nightcap National Park

* Recent aerial inspections of Groundsel Bush in the
Richmond River and Tweed area via helicopter (April
2006).

* Recent groundsel control in the Kyogle area via
helicopter ie Border Ranges NP (April 2006)

* Various other Groundsel control programs involving Far
North Coast Weeds (Tweed/Richmond River) as the
contractor
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Clarence Update

New Weed - Weed Alert
Cuphea , Cuphea carthagenensis has been
discovered at Coutts
Crossing, south of
Grafton.

Co-ordination

A large proportion of our time has been spent settling in
the amendments to the Noxious Weeds Act, in particular
the Class 4 Weed Control Management Plans. Policies
and procedures have also been updated to reflect the
changes. The uniform weed list across the valley is a
major benefit. Lateral transfers have been approved for
inspectorial staff. This has taken a great deal of time and
has secured our position in the new Council. Operational
staff are due in the next quarter.

CMA projects - CMA 3 — Continued work on the
Cunglebung Creek Mysore thorn and Madiera Vine.
Further work is planned next month with infestations along
the Boyd River also to be targeted.

The Lantana WONS program looking at Adaptive
Management trials has continued in the Upper
Copmanhurst area, with an additional herbicide by the
name of Hot-Shot being trialed with results unknown at
present. Photopoints and data are to be collected from the
site. Lantana rust was also distributed with the assistance
of NSW DPI.

Aquatic weeds are on the increase this season, with many
landholders complaining about the prevalence of Water
Hyacinth in the area. Programs are being arranged with
necessary organisations to ensure these areas are
contained. Biocontrol was released for Salvinia on various
properties.

Meetings attended included:
- Nymboida Landcare — Reach Project
implementation with CVC resources
North Coast Weeds Officers meeting + NCWAC
executive meetings
Lantana Management field days — Kyogle and
Coffs Harbour

Extension/publicity included:
Media releases — amendments to the Act, Mysore
thorn

Weed identification for landholders as required

Inspectorial
Inspection numbers have caught up again, however

inspectorial staff are still required to undertake operational
work. Staff have been assisting with overgrown block
enquiries as required, with most properties in Grafton
having Green Cestrum.

Aerial inspections were undertaken between January and

March, with known infestations of Groundsel bush
highlighted. New areas were identified and will be
followed up promptly.

New inspections have been undertaken through the Lower
Coldstream, Tucabia and Tullymorgan areas.

A high number of these properties had infestations of
Water Hyacinth, multiplying at an alarming rate.
Reinspections on properties were conducted on Groundsel
bush and Camphor laurel as required.

Tally

Quarter 3 : January to March 2006.

668 inspections and 66 reinspections

(187 clean, 316 weeds found, 33 clearance, 1 Sec 18
notice, 2 Sec 20 notice)

There is particular concern for the aquatic weeds (Salvinia
and Water Hyacinth) on the increase. CVC Floodplain
Services are completing a program for control in the near
future. Surveys for aquatic weeds were conducted again
during this period as part of a reconnaissance prior to
infestations becoming too large.

Operational
CVC continuing projects under CMA3 - Integrated

Environmental Weed Strategy Cunglebung Creek Mysore
Thorn $12000 (continuing), Clarence Bitou Bush $12500
(started), and Clarence moonflower $500 (continuing). We
are also to receive funds from CMA4 for Priority Coastal
Weeds, due for completion by June 2006.

Alligator Weed — surveys over previous infestations
conducted

Blackberry — contractor work undertaken — 5 days
BLPT - infestations in various areas controlled — 1 day
Camphor laurel — roadside control - 5 days

Celtis — nil

Crofton — roadside control — 5 days

Green Cestrum — control in Grafton areas as required — 1
day

GPG - contractor work undertaken in the Hernani-
Tyringham-Nymboida areas — 4 days

Groundsel bush — roadside infestations as required — 4

days

RFL — roadsides in conjunction with property inspection —
5 days

Privet — nil

Salvinia and WH — nil (biocontrol releases)

Coastal weeds - the Bush Regeneration team based in
Maclean achieved works on Winter Senna and Asparagus
fern in strategic sites in Minnie Waters and Wooli. The
project for engaging and upskilling Indigenous people in
NRM is underway and will see the employment and
training of 10 people in bush regeneration activities in the
Clarence area. The Noxious Weeds Office has secured
one position from the group to assist with control
operations. Training in Bush Regeneration skills is also
being made available to our staff.

Private works
RFL and Groundsel bush control for landholders
Groundsel control for DEC (NPWS) Central and
Southern Yuraygir NP
Bitou control for DEC (NPWS) Bundjalung NP

Coming up...
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Bitou bush and coastal weeds work
DEC (EPA) workshop on Mandatory Pesticide Notification
— Coffs Harbour

Forests NSW has carried out spraying of Groundsel Bush
in Barcoongere SF.

DEC NPWS has been carrying out extensive Groundsel
Bush control in the Esk River area of Bundjalang NP,
Sandon-Brooms Head, Station Ck and Angourie-Mara
areas of Yuraygir National Park. Smaller infestations of
Groundsel have been controlled on Munro Island NR and
Wooli-Minnie Water areas of Yuraygir NP.

DEC has also conducted follow up glory lily control at
Sandon and Diggers Camp areas of Yuraygir NP,
Climbing Asparagus and other weed control at lluka NR,
rainforest weed control at Susan Island NR, Tea tree
control in southern Bundjalung NP and Blackberry control
in Nymboi-Binderay NP.

Future DEC plans include Bitou
Bush control by aerial boom in
Yuraygir NP (between Sandon
and Brooms Head) and
Bundjalang NP, also spot
spraying of Bitou Bush in
southern and central Yuraygir
NP and extensive ground
works in both reserves.

Bitou Bush.
Source: Kate Blood

The Clarence Valley Council Aboriginal bush regeneration
crew will be carrying out work on lantana and ground
asparagus in the Clarence Estuary NR. Continuing work
will occur in Susan Island NR.

Coffs Harbour Update

Inspectorial

The target weed has been Groundsel Bush and the
hot/wet summer has seen it in significant levels greater
than for many years. Three aerial spray jobs were to be
carried out by Precision Helicopters but Council was badly
let down by their last minute unavailability to do this work.
Unfortunately it is now going to seed.

A number of letters have been sent to landowners with
regard to Tecoma. Old banana plantations have been
targeted for Groundsel Bush and Crofton Weed.

Forests NSW has sprayed Groundsel Bush in Lower
Bucca State Forest.

Aquatic weeds

Salvinia continues to be a serious ongoing problem on
many dams within the City. This weed continues to spread
at alarming rates on dams once thought to be free of this
weed. Council does not have the resources to continually
respray these water bodies while at the same time attempt
to control other outbreaks. Planning for next summer may
involve the targeting of particular dams with a view of
attempted eradication, leaving others until further funding
becomes available. Cryptobageous have not yet proven
successful due to the rapid rate of Salvinia growth.

Success has been achieved on one (Council) water body.
Spraying in conjunction with help from neighbours,
including the making of a boom with slotted agricultural
pipe and the loan of a Council punt has seen Salvinia
practically eradicated.

The single infestation of Alligator Weed has been brought
under control with only one small plant seen at the last
inspection. This plant was physically removed.

Coastal Weeds

CHCC coastal weed control in the January to March
quarter focused on Red Lantana, Asparagus Fern and
Glory Lily. A large number of mature Groundsel Bush
on the point of flowering were cut stumped in the Emerald
Beach area. DEC has carried out Groundsel Bush control
in Moonee Beach Nature Reserve as well as controlling
small infestations in a number of other reserves. DEC has
continued bush regeneration activities in Coffs Coast
Regional Park including the employment of four Aboriginal
staff members through Coffs Harbour Local Aboriginal
Lands Council. This program has mainly focused on
Lantana, Bitou Bush, Senna, pasture grasses, garden
escapes, Madeira vine, kikuyu, paspalum and other weeds
on South Solitary Island.

The Bitou Bush control programme did not commence in
the January to March quarter. DEC plans to commence
Bitou Bush control work in June: aerial boom and spot
spraying at Moonee Beach Nature Reserve and Coffs
Coast Regional Park.

The NRCMA funded project for the control of priority
coastal weeds has been completed. Glory Lily control (at
this stage) looks effective. The funding of environmental
weed control projects by the NRCMA is to be applauded
as it is making a significant contribution to weed control on
the North Coast.

Other Weeds

Chinese Celtis

Eight large trees have recently been removed from the
Jetty area.

Broad Leaf Pepper

More large trees removed in the Sapphire area
supplementing control work carried out by DEC in
adjoining area of the Coffs Coast Regional Park.

The Department of Lands (Frank McLeod) has also
provided funding for the removal of several large trees
from the Corindi Caravan Park and environmental weeds
from the Boambee Reserve at Sawtell.

Lantana

Large scale roadside spraying programme completed in
most rural areas west of the City. DEC has been carrying
out roadside control in Sherwood Nature Reserve and
Bindarri National Park. Forests NSW attended a Lantana
Biological Control Taskforce Meeting in Coffs Harbour.

Kudzu

Still an ongoing problem at Bruxner Park. Council has
resprayed this area and Meri Oakwood from Envirotek
continues to do good work with physical removal and cut
and painting. Direct injection of Vigilant into tubers is to be
tried in an attempt to reduce the vigour of these structures.
Another large infestation has been found at Korora on
private land covering several hectares.

Coolatai Grass
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This weed is much more widely spread than first thought.
A significant amount of time and money has been spent
this summer attempting some control, particularly on the
Pacific Highway north of Woolgoolga to the northern City
boundary.

Coolatai Grass:
Meri Oakwood

Giant Parramatta Grass
DEC conducted control of roadside infestations in Bongil
Bongil NP, Sherwood NR and Bindarri NP.

Future Plans
* Roadside removal of Camphor Laurels in the Bonville
area after finalisation of management plan.

* Council reserves to be inspected and sprayed for all
major noxious weeds. Environmental weeds such as
Umbrella Trees, Senna and small Camphor Laurels and
Privet to be cut stumped.

* Weed Services will also be undertaking most of the weed
control work for City Services and Water and Sewerage as
a result of an ongoing rationalising of chemical usage
within Council.

* Regular press releases will continue highlighting Kudzu
and Tecoma as new noxious weeds as well as seasonal
reminders of other weeds.

* DEC plans to continue bush regeneration work in Coffs
Coast RP.

Bellingen Shire Update

Noxious Weed Administration

Noxious Weeds Grant applications & Funding
Applications for Noxious Weeds Grants were submitted to
NSW Department of Primary industries. Grant applications
included Coordination & Extension $26K, State Significant
weed $2K and various Group Project Applications for
weed control funds $31K

Council considered the management of the additional
weeds during the 2006/2007 Management Plan and
Budget estimates process allocating additional funds to
the portfolio.

Council’'s Vegetation Officer attended the recent

Environmental Levy Committee meeting presenting three

weed management projects. These projects were;

1. Roadside Camphor Laurel Removal - $35K per year
for 3 years

2. Dangars Falls Antarctic Beech cool temperate
rainforest - $10K per year for 3 years

3. Urunga Lagoon project - $25K per year for 3 years

Policy Documents

The Council is currently reviewing and renewing a number
of policy documents following the arrival of the amended
Noxious Weeds Act.

Noxious Weeds Education & Training

Dangar’s Falls Plant Identification Field Day

The Vegetation Officer attended and spoke on weed
management strategies in the Antarctic Beech cool
temperate rainforest which makes up a portion of the
Dangar’s Falls reserve. Demonstrations on methods for
privet, honeysuckle & tradescantia control were given.

Splatter Gun Workshop

A number of Bellingen Shire Council Staff and Forests
NSW staff attended a splatter gun field day at Pine Creek.
Council is purchasing a Splatter gun and Forests NSW is
acquiring one for a trial period. .

Noxious and Environmental Weeds Program of Works
Completed Works - Waterfall way roadsides have been
wickwiped. Lantana, Camphor Laurel and groundsel bush
control currently being undertaken.

The annual Privet and Blackberry program has been
completed on the Dorrigo Plateau. This season appears to
be larger due to the return to a wetter summer.

DEC carried out roadside Giant Parramatta Grass and
Lantana control in Bongil Bongil NP and Jaaningga NR in
the January to March quarter.

Planned Works - A Giant Parramatta grass policy is being
drawn up for control of large infestations on the plateau.

The Coastal weed program and grant funding to be
reviewed and continued.

Splatter gun trials are planned for sections of Darkwood &
Kalang Rd. & Weed Dragon Trials are planned for a wet
winters day on Kalang Rd.

DEC plans to carry out Bitou Bush ground control in Bongil
Bongil NP in early June.

Forest NSW has contributed $10K for weed control
activities in Pine Creek SF in a coordinated program to
suppress weed invasion in recently harvested delayed
transfer (to DEC Estate) compartments.

Northern Rivers CMA Projects

The third round of the Bellingen Camphor Laurel
replacement program is progressing (500 trees).

The Committee have engaged a contractor for the control
of Upper Bellinger and Kalang vine weeds - re-treatment
of 5km of Madeira vine, Moth vine and Balloon vine on
riverbanks at Darkwood (Bellinger R.) and retreatment of
Cats Claw Creeper at Fernmount, Bundarrayuron
(Bellinger R.) and Sunny Corner (Kalang R.) to the Value
of $18,500.

The kudzu control program is progressing with work
continuing on Kalang Rd, Hydes Creek Rd and Kethels
Rd. Two patches of kudzu at Darkwood Rd, Thora appear
to have been eradicated with no re-sprouting occurring in
the 2005/2006 growing season.

Weed Control Trials
Flameweeder and splatter gun trials as outlined above.
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Dorrigo Plateau area

In January - March DEC weed work included:

* Blackberry control in Guy Fawkes River NP, Chaelundi
NP and Misty Valley in New England NP

* Giant Parramatta Grass control in Chaelundi NP and
Nymboi-Binderay NP

* Lantana control in Guy Fawkes River NP, Chaelundi NP
and Dorrigo NP

* Privet control in Nymboi-Binderay NP and Dorrigo NP
*Bush regeneration contractors and NPWS field staff
worked on an 8ha site in Dorrigo NP, mainly focusing on
privet

Future DEC work includes:

* Mistflower control in New England NP

* Roadside Giant Parramaata Grass, Privet and Lantana
control

* Bush regeneration in Dorrigo NP

Nambucca Shire Update

Inspectorial

Property inspections continued between January to March
throughout the Nambucca Shire area. The principal weed
problems included Groundsel Bush, Noogoora Burr and
Giant Rats Tail Grass.

Urban properties were inspected for noxious weeds in the
townships of Nambucca Heads and Scotts Head, with
infestations of Broad Leaf Pepper trees located. Some
Groundsel Bush infestations were also located on private
properties in the Scotts Head township.

Favourable weather conditions have seen a long growth
season for many weeds, with many complaints by
landholders of Parramatta Grass infestations on
neighbouring properties or Council roadsides. Most of
these infestations were treated during December and
January on roadsides, but have re-emerged requiring
follow up treatment.

Total number of inspections 166
Total number of properties with weeds present 125
Number of letters requiring control 23
Section 18-Notice to control 9
Section 20 - Enforced control 1

Aquatic weeds

Water Lettuce (Pistia stratiotes)

Reinspection of the infestation located in the Nambucca
State Forest resulted in no Water Lettuce plants being
located. Other water sources within the forest were also
inspected, as it was suspected that the weed was
introduced.

Salvinia (Salvinia molesta)

Many infestations of Salvinia have been successfully
controlled through the use of biological agents and
flushing of waterways during periods of high rainfall. The
Salvinia weevil appears to be still active in dams with
actively growing Salvinia in the Utungun and Nambucca
areas, continuing to reduce the area of infestation.
Various waterways and two pet/aquarium stores were also
inspected for noxious weeds.

Coastal Weeds

Bitou Bush (Crysanthemoides monilifera).

Inspections of reserves and private lands has identified
areas of re-growth that will require control in the coming

months. Some control programs have begun in the Scotts
Head reserve, with an aerial control program currently
being planned for implementation this year.

Forests NSW has sprayed Bitou Bush in Nambucca State
Forest.

Glory Lily infestations were treated in the Nambucca
headland and swimming creek areas of the Shire by
Council Staff and Contractors. Infestations of Asparagus
Fern were also identified in the dune areas.

Other Weed Species

Groundsel Bush (Baccharis halimifolia)

An extensive inspection program is still continuing for
Groundsel. The majority landholders have made
substantial efforts to eradicate this weed from their lands.
Managers of rail lands have also been implementing a
control program of this weed within their lands.

Broad Leaf Pepper Tree (Schinus terebinthifolius)
Inspections were carried out on residential properties and
reserves in Scotts Head and Nambucca Heads. Some
reluctance to control large established trees was
encountered in the Nambucca area, and warning notices
may be issued if control is not performed.

Broad leaf pepper tree
Source: Tony Grice

Infestations of Privet and Camphor Laurel have been
inspected on both private and public lands with control on
roadsides continuing to be performed by Council staff and
contractors. Many infestations of Chinese Tallow and
Yellow Bells have begun to be identified and mapped on
both private and public lands. This will assist in the
development of a management control plan to treat these
infestations.

Coolatai Grass infestations were treated in the
Yarrahappini / Way Way, Scotts Head road and Wirrimbi
areas. This invasive grass species is currently limited to
five sites throughout the Shire, which will be systematically
treated into the future to prevent this grass species from
becoming established in the Nambucca Valley.

Completed works

Council has performed ongoing control of Giant
Parramatta Grass on roadsides throughout the shire.
Madeira Vine control is continuing in the Taylors Arm /
Thumb Creek riparian zone. Roadside control of Privet,
Red Lantana and Camphor Laurel has been performed
throughout the Shire.

Noxious Weeds Education & Training

Nambucca Shire Councils Noxious Weed Inspector, Tim
Woodward attended a “Develop, Implement and Review
Policies and Procedures” Workshop in Coffs Harbour to
assist the development of local and regional weed
management plans.

A Lantana field day was also attended in the Pine Creek
area, which displayed the recently developed splatter gun
technique for Lantana control.
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Future Plans
Review local noxious weed management plans.
Ongoing control of Camphor Laurels on roadside and
other reserves.
Bitou bush control in the Scotts Head, Nambucca and
Valla beach reserves.
Media release on recent changes to Noxious Weed
Act and additional weeds to those declared within the
Nambucca Shire.
Roadside control of Red Lantana, Privet and Mysore
Thorn within the Shire.

The information contained in this Newsletter is
based on knowledge and understanding at the time
of writing / compiling (25 June 2006). However,
because of advances in knowledge, readers are
reminded of the need to ensure that information
upon which they rely is up to date and to check
currency of the information with the appropriate
officer from the NCWAC or appropriate member
organization or the user® independent adviser.

When using herbicides always read and follow the
label and ensure that the herbicide is registered or
there is an appropriate permit for the intended use.
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