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Lippia Field Day 
29 Nov, 10am. First Nth Coast infestation, Clarence 
Way. Upper Clarence Combined Landcare, DPI, 
FNCW. Ph. Terry Moody / Susan Pollard 66653133. 
 

Blackberry Identification Workshop 
29 Nov. CRC Weed Management Systems. Cost 
$100 incl. CD “Blackberry – an identification tool to 
introduced & native Rubus in Australia”. University of 
New England. Ph. Annette Beer, DPI on 69381671. 
 

Tool maintenance workshop 
7 Dec, 9-12.30. Karangi School. Landcarers can 
learn to maintain chainsaws, secateaurs, knifes, 
saws etc. RSVP: Jenny Mulchrone 66511308. 
 

North Coast Dunecare Conference 
11 Dec, 8.30-3.30. Woody Head camping area near 
Iluka. Talks on best practice weed control, dune 
rehab., propagation etc. and tours of successful 
works. Ph Brian Hughes 0408 417621 
 

Sustainable private native forestry 
Jan 2006. 2 day free course, venue TBA. After 
course you receive on-site advice by sivilculture 
expert. NRCMA/Coombell Farm Forestry/SXUni. Ph. 
Clarence Landcare 66435009. 
 

Weeds and their control course 
25 Feb 2006. NSW DPI. Weed id, controls & legal 
requirements for landholders. The pros and cons of 
biological, mechanical & chemical controls. Camden, 
NSW. $175. Info Maryke Archbold-Hession 
0408492039 maryke.hession@dpi.nsw.gov.au 
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Weed buster week 
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Noxious Weeds Act 
The new Weed Control Order has been drafted and is 
currently being process through the DPI internal system. It 
will then go to the NSW Noxious Weeds Advisory 
Committee (NWAC) which will then make a 
recommendation to the Minister for Primary Industries. 
 

It is anticipated that the Order will be gazetted on or about 
1 December 2005. The Act will commence some time 
after, probably around February or March 2006. This date 
will be confirmed and made known shortly. 
 

Regional Workshops are still being held around the state 
to inform stakeholders of the changes and responsibilities. 
 

New noxious weed declarations 
Kudzu (Puereria lobata), Mysore thorn (Caesalpinia 
decapetala), Chinese tallow (Triadica sebera), Honey 
locust (Gleditsia triacanthos) & Yellow bells (Tecoma 
stans) are soon to be declared as noxious weeds under 
the new Weed Control Order. The weeds will be given a 
high priority for control & management will most probably 
aim to “fully & continuously suppress & destroy” all plants. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: Chinese tallow (source: 
BFNS). Right: Branched spines 
of Honey locust (source: Tim 
Scanlon) 
 

yes…you guessed it….EVEN MORE FREE TREES!!! 
Free native fig trees and other useful replacement species 
are being offered to land managers undertaking camphor 
laurel / privet control in the Clarence, Coffs Harbour and 
Bellingen LGAs. The project is funded by the CMA & sales 
of the Camphor Laruel Kit. Ph. Reece Luxton (Clarence 
66433820), Barry Powells (Coffs Harbour 66484899) or 
Ian Turnbull (Bellingen 66557338) for yours! 
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Bushland-friendly gardens 
The Weeds CRC has developed a new website with weed 
lists for each region (22) in Australia. The focus of the site 
is to list plants that should not be grown and preferably 
controlled. 
www.weeds.crc.org.au/bushlandfriendlygardens   
 

Bush regen work in Coffs Harbour 
Expressions of Interest are being called for qualified bush 
regenerators for work on future Landcare projects. Send 
to: The Chair, Coffs Harbour Regional Landcare Inc., P.O 
Box 1730 Coffs Harbour 2450. Ph. 6651 1308. 
 

River rehabilitation DVD 
The Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority 
launched a DVD Sustainable Management of the Orara 
River, Nymboida River and Blaxlands Creek. Following 
over $2million expenditure on the area, the DVD provides 
a snap shot of the on-ground outcomes, research linkages 
and the use of cutting edge innovation in soil erosion 
techniques, riparian rehabilitation and structural works 
being undertaken in the river projects. Ph 6642 0622. 
 

Erosion risk management project 
Dept. Primary Industries is managing a NRCMA project for 
management of lands with high erosion risk, e.g steep 
lands, gully erosion, surface erosion, soil health, 
streambank erosion. Ph. Abigal Jenkins 66261357. 
 

StubbleStar 
StubbleStar®  , developed by the Weeds CRC, is a reliable 
new seed furrow opener that gives crops a competitive 
advantage over weeds, with a star wheel design that 
allows narrow rows to be sown into heavy stubble for 
primary producers in the crop and pasture industries. Ph. 
David Gregor on 69381907, david.gregor@dpi.nsw.gov.au 
 
 
 

SOME UPCOMING FUNDING 
 

Conservation contracts 
The NRCMA via NSW Govt. Sustainability fund have 
launched the $1.1million Conservation Contract program. 
Landholders are invited to submit Expressions of Interest 
to undertake on-ground works to improve vegetation, 
biodiversity values and riparian management. Obtain an 
information sheet from www.northern.cma.nsw.gov.au with 
eligibility criteria, funding rules & contract arrangements by 
ph. 66530115 (Nambucca), 66530122 (Bellingen), 
66530112 (Coffs), 66420633 (Lower Clarence), 66420635 
(Mid Clarence), 66270123 (Upper Clarence, Richmond) or 
66725608 (Brunswick Tweed). 
 

Youth Led Futures 
Youth Led Futures grants are available to Indigenous 
organisations to develop and implement initiatives that 
address issues important to young Indigenous people and 
their communities.  Applications close Friday 16 December 
2005 and further information is available at 
www.youngaustralians.org or by calling 03 9670 5436. 
 

Mitre 10 Junior Landcare Awards 
This program provides funds for schools and youth groups 
across Australia wishing to participate in environmental 
projects. The program targets major issues relevant to our 
natural environment including: energy, waste/recycling, air, 
biodiversity, water and land. Most project applications will 
be expected to have a value of around $500. Next closing 
date 23 February 2006. 
 

Conserving / managing native vegetation 
NRCMA funding for private landholders in Bellingen, Coffs 
Harbour, Lower Clarence, Richmond, Brunswick & Tweed 
to conserve & manage native vegetation, incl. bush regen, 

weed control, planting, fencing, alternative watering points 
etc. Ph. Ross Macleay 66550919. 
 

Envirofund – round 8 
Opens early February 2006. Ph 1800 065 823 
http://www.nht.gov.au/envirofund/ 
 

Westpac Operation Backyard 
Projects generally up to $5,000. Eligible projects may 
receive 100% of the costs of the environmental materials. 
Some rules: - the project must be nominated by a Bank 
staff member or in-store operator, and involve Bank staff 
as volunteers; - the project must be supported by the local 
community; - Landcare Australia must verify the project's 
environmental credibility. Landcare Australia will contact 
local landcare support staff and others to ensure that the 
project is technically correct and appropriate for the region. 
Ph. Heather Rapkins 07 3227 2539. 
 

N E W  B O O K S ,  C D - R O M s  e t c .  
 

SeaChange magazine 
SeaChange is a well presented & informative magazine 
focusing on the coast and marine environment. It offers 
opportunities to appreciate, explore, enjoy and to care for 
the coast and marine environment.  Free CD with 
subscriptions ($37 / year) during November. Ph. 49453481 
or  www.seachangemag.com.au  
 

Aquatic WoNS Coordinators report 
NSW North Coast 
 

Best Practice – Aquatic Weeds 
The best practice manual for the control and management 
of salvinia in Australia is currently in write up mode, and 
sections will be sent out for review over January and 
February. So far the process of gathering best practice 
information has highlighted the difficulties associated with 
integrating control methods (everybody talks about 
integrated control, but getting the information to a point 
that can be used as publishable advice is very difficult).  
Rather than providing integrated control strategies for 
different types of salvinia infestations, the manual will 
focus on providing detailed advice about the individual 
control methods (herbicide, physical removal, biocontrol), 
and then provide examples of where they have been used 
in an integrated way, to best advantage. 
 
Salvinia  
The Salvinia weevil breeding facility at Grafton will be at 
full capacity this spring/summer. Weeds officers who 
expect to need weevils this season should let Phil 
Stephenson or Rod Ensbey know in advance how many 
sites they are likely to conduct releases. 
 
For weeds officers that have obtained weevils from the 
Grafton facility could they please fill out a site description 
form and return to NSW DPI at Grafton. This information is 
critical for evaluating both the field performance of the 
weevils and the facility itself.  
 
Defeating the Weeds Menace program 
Andrew, with assistance from Elissa and Rod submitted 4 
new projects under the national Defeating the Weeds 
Menace program.  
·  Implementing early detection programs for aquatic 

WONS nationally 
·  Aquatic weed risk assessment 
·  Cabomba best practice national assessment and 

development 
·  National Aquatic Weeds Coordination 
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Bitou Bush & Boneseed WoNS update 
The National Bitou Bush and Boneseed Management 
Group (NBBBMG) held their bi-annual meeting on 
November 16/17 at North Stradbroke Island to highlight 
the National Northern Bitou Bush Containment Zone and 
continued Bitou bush eradication successes in SE QLD. 
Presentations from Reece Luxton (Clarence Valley 
Council) and Ian Turnbull (Bellingen Shire Council) 
informed members of the significant achievements made 
in Bitou bush management along the NSW North Coast. 
The strong regional coordination & “multiple species” 
approach (ie addressing all coastal weeds) to weed 
management are great success stories. The National Bitou 
Bush/Boneseed Coordinator will incorporate the North 
Coast example into a national Bitou bush “success story.”  
 
The NBBBMG facilitates and encourages strategic 
national action by overseeing implementation of the 
National Strategy. In addition, the NBBBMG sets priorities 
& identifies funding & resource sharing opportunities 
throughout Australia. The NBBBMG consists of key 
community and governmental members who are active in 
Bitou bush or boneseed management or who have 
experience and expertise that will benefit the community.  
 
The National Bitou Bush and Boneseed Coordinator 
liaises with regional/local/state agencies and communities 
to coordinate public awareness, promote best-practice 
management, and ensure a consistent approach to 
management across Australia. Contact Hillary Cherry, the 
National Coordinator, with questions, projects or inquiries 
on 95856587 hillary.cherry@environment.nsw.gov.au   
 
Lantana WoNS project 
Good news – new legislation 
in NSW, WA, NT and Vic will 
prevent the sale and supply of 
lantana as a garden plant. This 
will help contain the spread of 
lantana and potential cross- 
hybridisation occurring. The 
effort will be to encourage local 
Councils and businesses to Photo:  
remove existing public 
plantings and encourage        Purple lantana. Source: BFNS 
planting non-weeding 
alternatives. 
 

A trial using remote sensing imagery to map lantana at a 
regional scale has been piloted and found to be successful 
in identifying lantana pixels. This may provide a future 
cost-effective way of mapping lantana across Australia, 
and identify some of the hot-spots to target. 
 

Lantana has received a preliminary determination to list 
"Invasion, establishment and spread of lantana" as a Key 
Threatening Process under the Threatened Species 
Conservation Act 1995 (28 October 2005). This will likely 
develop into a national Threat Abatement Plan for lantana, 
identifying the biodiversity at risk and priority areas for 
control (dependent on funding approval under DWM). 
 

The integrated lantana trials are continuing with eight 
scenarios in place. Dr Daniel Stock is leading this project 
and has three sites in the NSW north coast area to trial a 
variation of integrated controls across landuse and 
vegetation types. 
  

Sheepstation Creek (north of Kyogle) 
The intent is to remove lantana to reduce the habitat of 
bell miners that are associated with eucalypt dieback. This 
site is being managed by Department of Environment and 
Conservation. 
  

Trials will assess integrated controls for lantana in 
sensitive areas on the rainforest edge by foliar spraying 
and cut stump with glyphosate, hand removal and burning 
small manageable areas. 
   

Companhurst-Grafton  
A grazing property is being used - control techniques will 
vary from stick raking to foliar spraying and burning in 
prime grazing areas. This site has been previously burnt, 
so a different approach will need to monitor re-growth. 
   

Boulders Beach (near Lennox Head) 
Contractors employed to do hand removal, cut stump and 
spraying with 2 different chemical combinations. Lennox 
Head Landcare are assisting with rehabilitation and 
monitoring. Initial controls will be trialled in Nov 2005.  
 

Lantana Biological Control Program 
The lantana rust is beginning to show promise at a number 
of sites. Recent inspections indicated that 35 sites have 
shown some form of establishment. At its July meeting, 
the NSW Lantana Biological Control Taskforce 
recommended that the Grafton NSW DPI biological control 
facility be funded to rear the Lantana rust. Previously this 
program had been funded and operated at the Alan 
Fletcher Station in Brisbane. AFRS will still be involved in 
the project providing support to NSW and they are also 
host testing new agents.  
 

If you would like to participate in the program, please 
contact Terry Schmitzer at Greater Taree City Council (ph. 
65871120) for membership subscription. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-  W E E D  W A R N I N G S  -  
 

T O R P E D O  G R A S S  
Pan i c u m  r ep en s  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Originally from Europe and Asia, Torpedo grass grows 
on the margins of wetlands and watercourses. It is a 
major weed in USA, tropical Pacific Islands and parts of 
Australia such as in the Hunter region, parts of northern 
Australia and now near Lismore (e.g Lismore lake 
opposite aerodrome). 
 
It has stiff, erect stems, alternate leaves, an open 
terminal panicle & long rhizomes. Tips & buds are 
covered with hard scales. It produces small amounts of 
seed but is readily spread by rhizomes, particularly in 
cropping land from implements such as harrows & discs. 
 
More information www.weeds.org.au 
Photos Sainty & Assoc. WEEDeck www.sainty.com.au  
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Tweed, Byron, Ballina, Lismore, Kyogle, 
& Richmond Valley LGA (Far North 
Coast Weeds area) update 
Inspectorial Activities 
With the onset of spring Groundsel inspections are in full 
swing, with the emergence of new growth plants are easily 
spotted from roadsides and vantage points. 
 
Extensive inspection programs were carried out on Crown 
Land in the county area this quarter. Funding application 
was completed and sent to the Department of Lands for 
noxious and environmental weed control on crown land in 
the 05/06 financial year. 
 
Spring inspection schedule will continue on weed tree 
species and aquatic weeds in the LCA with extensive 
inspections to be conducted in the next quarter on the 
Alligator weed infestation in the council areas of Byron, 
Lismore and the Richmond Valley. 
 
Training this quarter has focussed on improving the skills 
of the Inspectors in the scheduling and mapping of 
inspections with the Weedmap GIS program. This has 
proved a valuable tool in increasing the confidence of 
inspectors in the use of their computers.  
 
Noxious Weed Status 
Inspection activities for the quarter focussed on 
·  Crown lands 
·  Green Cestrum 
·  Broad leaf pepper Tree 
·  Camphor laurel 
·  Weedy Sporobolous spp. 
·  Crofton Weed 
·  Groundsel 
·  Water Hyacinth  
 
Vacant Crown Land 
Inspection by FNCW Inspectors occurred of all known 
crown land in county area. On ground control activities 
were limited due lack of available funds. 
 
Noxious Weed Status 
W1 Alligator weed Alternanthera philoxeroides 
Inspection for possible new sites resulted in no new 
locations, Continued inspection and control has occurred 
in the upper catchment areas. Next quarter will see a 
concerted effort by Inspectors to find the downstream limit 
of the infestation. 
 
W1 Water Lettuce Pistia stratiotes 
Reinspection of all previous infestations has occurred with 
no sign of reinfestation at the Bora creek site. Inspections 
of the Richmond River did reveal isolated pockets caught 
against the banks with further inspection of the river 
occurring in late spring. No new sites were found in the 
Tyalgum area. 
 
W2 Groundsel Baccharis halimifolia 
With the onset of spring an extensive inspection program 
is under way for Groundsel. Sites have been located from 
aerial surveys and inspected with major infestation 
currently located in the Tweed (Mebbin) and in the lower 
Bungawalbin floodplain. 
 
W2 Broad Leaf Pepper Tree Schinus terebinthifolius 
Inspections were carried out throughout the county area 
with resistance towards control currently being a problem 
in the rural areas of Kyogle and the residential areas in the 
Tweed. FNCW Inspectors are continuing to use their 
negotiation skills in having the weed controlled. 

  
W2 Salvinia Salvinia molesta 
Reinspection of sites has resulted in few reinfesting, 
successful council control treatments before winter has 
achieved this. Vintage lakes in the Tweed area remain one 
of the more difficult to control sites. 
  
W2 Green Cestrum Cestrum parqui 
Inspections in the Nimbin area continue to reveal dense 
infestations with many owners/ occupiers remaining 
unaware of the toxic nature of this plant to stock. 
Inspections will continue over summer in the county area. 
 
W3 Bitou Bush Chrsysanthemoides monilifera ssp 
rotundata 
With the optimum control period finished until autumn next 
year, FNCW inspection program will begin after the aerial 
survey in April/May 2006. Mapping of roadsides will 
continue during summer to allow for effective control 
programs in the new year. 
 
 
W3 Water Hyacinth Eichhornia crassipes 
FNCW Inspections 
continued to reveal 
significant infestations 
on private land in  
Richmond Valley 
Shire. Inspections 
have located the 
upper limits of the 
infestation and have 
issued control notices 
with the aim of working 
downstream from 
identified limits of the Water hyacinth. Source; Qld NRM 
infestation. 
 
 W3 Red Lantana Lantana camara 
Inspection of roadsides have continued to reveal roadside 
infestations. Several properties have also been inspected 
in the Lismore area. Roadside treatments have occurred 
with follow-up undertaken by respective inspectors. 
 
W4d Camphor laurel Cinnamomum camphora  
Inspections have focussed on the outlying areas of 
Richmond Valley, Kyogle and Lismore shires. Inspectors 
are specifically targeting areas of low density with the 
majority of land holders cooperating.  
 
Aerial Inspections 
No aerial inspections were conducted this quarter. 
 

Summary of Inspections for period 1st July to 30th 
September 2005 by local government area 
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Clarence Update 
Co-ordination 
Of particular note was the workshop run by NSW DPI for 
amended Noxious Weed Act to be gazetted in December 
2005.  A number of questions put on notice were 
answered with most queries covered.  The General 
Noxious Weed Policy for Council has been drafted with 
these new amendments. 
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Grant reports were completed and forwarded to NSW DPI.  
Application completed for DOL VCL grant funding.  A new 
computer system for property inspections was 
investigated.  Known as WeedTrack, it covers all 
requirements of NSW DPI mapping and reporting as well 
as records management for Council. 
 
A report was submitted to Council on declaration of Wild 
Pear Pyrus pashia, with Council recommending the plant 
not be declared and assistance sought from NSW DPI. 
 
A survey was completed for the review of the National 
Weed Strategy.  The draft NR CMA Catchment Action 
Plan was also commented on during this period. 
 
The Biennial Weed Conference in Orange was attended 
by 4 Weed Officers from council. A paper was presented 
on the use of GIS for improved property inspections and 
was well received.   
 
The Lantana WONS program looking at Adaptive 
Management trials has been unsuccessful in the Upper 
Copmanhurst area, with wildfires going through the 
majority of the targeted infestations.  An alternative site is 
being sought for the program to commence. 
 
Biocontrol was released for Salvinia on various properties 
with a view of reinspection in Summer.  Lantana biocontrol 
sites have not changed status and Bitou Biocontrol is 
continuing well at Wooli.  Assistance was also provided to 
the Cats Claw Creeper biological control research team at 
Qld AFRS through supply of leaves for DNA testing. 
 
Meetings attended included: 

·  North Coast Weeds Officers meeting + Coastal 
Weeds and Riparian Weeds Taskforce meetings 

·  Coastal Partnerships Forum, Lennox Heads (the 
‘Dennis plan’) 

·  Landcare/Dunecare Advisory Committee, 
Maclean 

 
Extension/publicity included: 

·  Media release – Weedbuster Week, GPG/GRTG 
control, Camphor replacement trees 

·  Weeds field day, Hernani 
·  Weedbuster Week – display at Grafton 

Shoppingworld and CVC Maclean Council 
Chambers; use of noxious weeds van at 
Saleyards, Iluka, Yamba and Maclean 

·  Talk given to Grafton High School agricultural 
studies students 

·  Weed identification for landholders as required 
 
Inspectorial 
New inspections through the Ulmarra/Lower Coldstream 
area, Shark Creek areas. Re inspections on properties 
were conducted on RFL (in the Ramornie and Eatonsville 
area) and Camphor (Pillar Valley, Braunstone, Coutts 
Crossing and Tucabia ) as required.  Also follow up 
inspections on aerial survey over the area conducted. 
There were no Section 18 notices served in the last 
quarter, which shows the effectiveness of the Weed 
Inspectors to gain compliance as required. 
 
Tally 
Quarter 1 – July to September 2005 - 790 inspections and 
53 reinspections (617 clean, 220 weeds found, 6 
clearance, 0 Sec 18 notice) 
 
There is particular concern for the aquatic weeds (Salvinia 

and Water Hyacinth) on the increase.  CVC Floodplain 
Services are starting a program for control in the near 
future. 
 
Staff also attended a workshop on Pandanus Planthopper, 
with a survey to be conducted in late November to 
ascertain the existence and program any necessary 
control.  Staff were also involved in setting up a Prickly 
Pear control site with Geoff Keech on Hickey Island. 
 
Operational 
Core casual staff still employed for this period – 
predominately for the Bindii and broadleaf program and 
Private Works as required.  Wet weather limited 
operations over 4 days.   
 
Alligator Weed – nil 
BLPT – nil 
Camphor laurel – extensive works on Coldstream 
floodplain (many small roads – up to 100 km completed – 
10 days 
Celtis – nil 
Crofton – nil 
Green Cestrum – control in Grafton areas – 2 days 
GPG - control continued along the council roads in the 
CVC South zone (fluproponate work) – 15 days 
Groundsel – small infestations as required – 2 days 
RFL – roadsides in conjunction with property inspection – 
5 days 
Privet – Woodford Island, Lawrence – 2 days 
Salvinia and WH – nil (biocontrol releases) 
Coastal weeds - the Bush Regeneration team based in 
Maclean achieved works on environmental and noxious 
weeds on council reserves in conjunction with Noxious 
Weeds staff, particularly with the control of Lantana, Bitou 
bush, Winter senna and Asparagus fern.  Our roles are 
complimenting each other well for coastal reserves where 
Bitou bush was only targeted in the past. 
 
Further to this, Council has put forward a project to the NR 
CMA for engaging & upskilling Indigenous people in NRM.  
This project will see employment and training of 10 people 
in bush regeneration activities in the Clarence area. 
 
Private works 

·  Bindii and broadleaf weed spraying for Council 
Parks and Gardens, Caravan Parks and private 
landholders. 

·  Mysore thorn  
– initial control 
works along 
Buccarumbi- 
Dalmorton Rd 
(for FNSW) 

 
Mysore thorn – Dalmorton / 
Old Glen Innes Road 
(Photo Tim Scanlon) 
 
 

 
·  Bitou bush and other various weeds – Corindi 

crown land (for DOL) 
 

Coffs Harbour City Update 
Bitou Bush – ground based programme completed in mid 
September.  All sprayed areas mapped and problem areas 
identified for future consideration.  Metsulfuron used at 
6g/100l plus wetting agent. 
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Salvinia – a warm winter saw Salvinia infestations 
increase at an alarming rate for that time of year.  
Crytobageous have been released but landowners find it 
difficult coming to terms with the concept that the 
infestation will get worse before they get better. 
 
Broad Leaf Pepper Tree – more large trees have been 
removed from Council land at Sapphire.  DEC staff have 
frill treated a further number and there are now very few 
significant trees left in this area.  DEC are also planning to 
revegetate this area. 
 
Coolatai Grass – previously sprayed areas controlled 
successfully but new infestations regularly becoming 
obvious in several locations along the Highway. 
 
Groundsel Bush – most road verges and reserves 
sprayed for this weed that is now becoming very obvious. 
 
Fireweed – still getting many requests to control Fireweed 
on private land and rural landowners are keen to minimise 
the impact of this weed on their properties. 
 
Weedbuster Week – this year council had a joint display 
with Coffs Harbour Regional Landcare.  A larger display of 
environmental weeds, posters and giveaways generated a 
great deal of interest. 
 
Future Activities 
Camphor Laurel   
– roadside control programme spraying trees to 3m and 

funded by the environmental levy will commence in 
November. 

– an information morning showing control techniques 
and publicising the use of tree injector kits supplied by 
Council and also free replacement trees will be held at 
a central location in late November.   

– it is hoped to commence the removal of large 
roadside trees from areas of light infestation in 
December.   

 
Roadside and Reserve Weed Control  
A comprehensive 
programme to spray 
all major noxious 
weeds will be 
implemented over 
the next three months. 
In addition, many 
environmental weeds, 
particularly Senna, 
Umbrella Tree, Ochna 
and Tecoma (photo right 
Source: Qld NRM). 
 
 
Aerial Inspections 
Post spraying Bitou Bush and Groundsel Bush throughout 
the City planned for December. 
 

Bellingen Shire Update 
Coastal Weeds 
Completed Works – Bitou bush and Coastal Weed control 
undertaken in accordance with Councils Bitou Bush 
Management Plan. 114 hours of high volume foliar 
application and 200 hours of bush regeneration time spent 
on ground.  

Inspections completed in the Osprey Dr, Mylestrom Dr 
Hungry Head area. Increasing numbers of seedling 
Camphor Laurels found within 1 km of the beach. 

Council staff and elected representatives attended (and 
presented at) a Coastal Weeds Field day held by Bellinger 
Landcare. The day saw a tour of a number of sites of 
coastal weed control undertaken cooperatively with 
Landcare and Coauncil as part of the implementation of 
the Bitou bush strategy.  
 
CMA Funds 
Council has received funds to undertake a Vegetation and 
Habitat assessment in the coastal zone from the CMA to 
the value of $6K – an additional $3.5 K for coastal weed 
work has also been received. Verbal offer of a possible 
$10K+ for use by end of June 2006 has been received.  
 
Application to Dept Lands for further funds to follow up 
control on their lands. 
 
Plateau Weeds 
Privet and Blackberry annual program progressing 
on the Dorrigo Plateau. Fireweed management 
plans sought from and received by Council for high 
density infestations. Excavator mounted mulcher 
used on riverbank privet infestations with moderate 
success.  
 
Planned Works  
Roadsides to be wickwiped early December. Follow up 
Lantana, Camphor Laurel and groundsel bush roadsides  
to be undertaken.  
 
Council’s annual Black willow inspection and control 
program about to begin again on the Bellinger and Kalang 
River. 
Follow up salvinia control undertaken on Nth Bellingen 
Dam. Cooperative program for mechanical removal of 
salvinia with Planet Lighting planned. 

 
Noxious Weed Administration 
Grant Returns for the 2004/2005 financial year were 
submitted to the Noxious Weeds Advisory Committee. 
 
2005/2006 financial year grant interim payment of  
coordination and extension funds was paid to Council by 
NSW DPI. 
 
Councils Noxious and Environmental Weeds Draft 
Management Plan 2006-2011 has had further 
amendments. 
 
Media and Extension. 
Council advertised the Bushland Friendly Nursery Scheme 
and participating nurseries as part of a Weedbuster Week 
feature in the Bellinger Courier Sun. An editorial was also 
published outlining a number of activities the community 
could undertake to play their part in being a Weedbuster.  
 
Council’s Vegetation Officer attended an excellent Field 
Day at Hernani, jointly organised by New England Weeds 
Authority and NSW Farmers (with involvement from 
Clarence Valley Council). Approximately 40 weeds were 
discussed under the themes of tablelands, Coastal and 
environmental weeds. Participants from the three regions 
learnt to identify some serious new invaders. 
 
Noxious Weeds Education & Training  
Council attended a workshop in Coffs Harbour regarding 
the Noxious Weeds Amendment Bill. Indications from DPI 
staff may see the possibility of  gazettal on the 1st of 
December.  
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Staff attended the Orange Weeds Conference. 
 
Weed Control Trials  
Results from the Chinese Tallow trial held at Casino 
wetland have been received, an off-label permit for 
metsulfuron methyl to cut stump or stem inject has been 
applied for. 
 
Other Vegetation Issues 
 
Council has received a further $5.5K for the assessment of 
high priority roadside sites from the Roadside Environment 
Committee through the NRCMA. 
 
Council is supporting ‘Defeating the Weeds Menace’ 
funding applications for Bitou bush, Boneseed and Bridal 
Creeper Mapping and Gorse identification and eradication. 
 

Nambucca Shire Update 
Coastal Weeds / issues 
Nambucca Shire has been following up on Bitou bush 
control between Deep Creek & the v-wall at Nambucca 
Heads. At Scotts Head Bitou bush has been treated from 
the village south to Shire boundary. 
 
An environmental weed survey was conducted by John 
Ennis (Nambucca Shire) & Lachie Whetham (Coastcare) 
from Oyster Creek in the north to south of Scotts Head to 
the Shire boundary at Middle Head.  
 
A survey of all Pandanus along the coastline was 
undertaken by John Ennis to map them & ensure the 
Pandanus leaf hopper was not present. 
 
Giant parramatta grass 
Most rural roadsides in Shire were treated for GPG in 
August & September. 
 
Groundsel bush 
A lot of groundsel bush seedlings have been appearing 
and are being treated as they are found. Property 
inspections for groundsel bush are being undertaken at 
the moment. 
 
Camphor laurel and privet 
Work on camphor and privet is planned to continue on 
infestations around Macksville. 
 
 
 

Going, going, gone… 
See ya John… 
After 16 years as Noxious Weed Officer with Nambucca 
Shire Council, John Ennis is retiring.  John has been a 
long standing member of the NCWAC and has 
demonstrated the value of keeping an on-ground 
perspective on weeds management.  All the best John and 
don’t forget to send through some fish! 
 
Bye Bye Tim… 
It is with great regret to see Tim Scanlon hang up his hat 
as Project Officer and Project Manager for the NCWAC for 
the last time.  Tim has been a driver in many of the 
taskforces and outputs that the NCWAC has been able to 
deliver for the last 6 years. 
We wish him all the best for his future work and we’re sure 
to see him lurking around in the world of weeds for some 
time yet. 
 

The information contained in this Newsletter is based on 
knowledge and understanding at the time of writing / 
compiling (24th November 2005). However, because of 
advances in knowledge, readers are reminded of the need 
to ensure that information upon which they rely is up to 
date and to check currency of the information with the 
appropriate officer from the NCWAC or appropriate 
member organization or the user's independent adviser. 
 
When using herbicides always read and follow the label 
and ensure that the herbicide is registered or there is an 
appropriate permit for the intended use. 


