Newsletter for the NSW North Coast Weeds Advisory Committee

Now, what's going on in weeds....

Tweed Brunswick Envirofund workshop

7 Jan, 10am-1pm OR 11 Jan, 6-9pm., Civic Centre
Mur’bah. Info. Ph. Kate McKenzie 66725488
Riparian rehabilitation walk & discussion

30 Jan, 10am-2pm. Limpinwood. Info Ph. Claire
66793308

Clean up Australia day

6 March. Schools day: 4 March. Info. ph.
1800282329, www.cleanup.com.au

Conservation & Land Management course

TAFE Trenayr campus, Grafton. Cert. IV, traineeship,
Diploma, distance learning available. Ph 66414400,
www.tafensw.edu.au

Yamba Landcare Group coastal plant ID

12 Dec, 9-11am. Join this new group & attend the plant ID
morning. Pippie Beach. RSVP to Bruce Scott 66468231

WEED NEWS

2005 Weed Forum

Wed 23 Feb 2005. Sawtell RSL, 8.40am-4.40pm
Features a HUGE range of speakers / issues.

For bookings contact lan Turnbull on 6655 7338

Chief Weeds Officer position vacant

Far North Coast Weeds has advertised a Chief Weeds

Officer position. The position’s role will be to:

- compile weed management plans, provide information
and weed control services to land occupiers in the
region.

- conduct, review and finalise compliance inspections of
properties throughout the area.

- manage and supervise ten staff.

- actively participate in the development of Councils
OH&S management plan to meet all the obligations of
the OH&S Act and the 2001 regulations.

Applications close 31°' December 2004. Ph. 66233833 for

an information package.

Noxious Weeds Amendment Bill 2004
Some changes to the NSW noxious weeds
legislation include:
- The new Act will incorporate the Seeds Act 1982
- All noxious weeds must be reviewed every 5 years
- New categories known as "control classes" have
been created. Their wording may be similar to:
1 = state prohibited, 2 = regionally prohibited,
3 = regionally controlled, 4 = local significant,

5 = prohibited from sale

- Weed control orders, other than emergency
weed control orders, will be subject to public
consultation

- The bhill also makes provision for the joint
management of weeds by local control authorities,
e.g local Councils & RLPB.

- The hill gives landowners as well as occupiers
responsibility for noxious weed management. Previously,
it was just the occupier who was responsible for weed
management on their land.

- In some circumstances control of aquatic weeds will be
the responsibility of the local weed control authority
rather than adjoining landholders

- local control authorities must collect & record information
about weed distribution & actions being taken

- The bill makes provision for the Minister responsible to
direct a local control authority to exercise its functions
under the Act.

Coastal Weeds Taskforce update

Preliminary mapping of priority coastal weeds & priority
areas for control (e.qg littoral rainforest, threatened species,
grassy headlands) is to be completed by mid February ‘05.
Local coordinators are: Tweed — Darren Rolles (FNCW),
Byron — Andy Erskine (EnviTE), Ballina — James Brideson
(Ballina Shire), Richmond — Johanna Kempff (Richmond
Landcare Inc.), Clarence — Reece Luxton (CVC), Coffs
Harbour — Barry Powells - T

(CHCC), Bellingen — lan ' )
Turnbull (BSC). The next
meeting of the taskforce is
on 22" February at
Sawtell. Info. Ph. Tim
Scanlon 66550052.

Photo: Turkey rhubarb
(Coastcare)

National Aquatic Weeds Program

The program received further funding to continue
employment of project officer Andrew
Petroechevsky, till Dec 05. The program will include
ongoing liaison with stakeholders & the National
Management Group; development of extension
material; best practice; Salvinia biological control &
organizing & running aquatic weed training
workshops.

The program was also successful in gaining funds to
employ a project officer to develop a best practice
manual for Salvinia management; commencing early
2005, initially for 9 months, based at Grafton.

NHT projects funds have also been obtained to
develop a new Salvinia biological control breeding
facility at Grafton. From 2005, supplies of the
Cytobagous weevil will be available for suitable
Salvinia infestations in NSW.
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New environmental weeds funding

As part of the CMA startup funding, the NCWAC is
managing the “Strategic environmental weeds control”
project in the former Upper North Coast CMB area south
of Grafton. The components of the project are:

Project name CMA$ Other$
Bellingen Kalang vine weeds $10,000 $3,000
Blaxlands Kangaroo Cr vine weeds $10,000 -

Coffs Harbour Bellingen kudzu $9,000 -
Whytliba honey locust $6,500 -
Coffs Harbour celtis $4,000

Clarence camphor replacement $3,500 $2, OOO
Coffs Harbour camphor replacement $3,500 $500
Bellingen camphor replacement $3,500 $500
Susan Island moonflower $1,500 $4,000
Information ph. Tim Scanlon 66550052

Support for Clarence volunteer groups

Clarence Valley Council (CVC) has agreed to pay $300 to
existing groups working on Crown reserves managed by
CVC, to assist with their insurance payments.

Free water pump for Tweed Landcarer’s

A Davey fire fighter water pump, purchased through the
Lower Oxley riparian restoration project and housed at
Tweed Shire Council, is now available for use by other
Tweed groups. Ph. Dave Conder 66777576

Mexican feather grass (MFG) (Nassella tenuissima)
NSW 1st natural spread
has been found in
landscaped gardens at
Tamworth; originating
from specimen plantings
in one of the gardens
and linked to the others
by transplants.

Photos: Alan Maguire,
NSW DPI

MFG is closely related
to one of the states most
devastating weeds,
Serrated tussock, with
even greater potential
for spread. Itis
imperative that all
weeds practitioners are
aware of the threat.

Specimens could still be
J7.40 sold and planted in
gardens Investlgate any reports of invasive grasses. MFG
may be known as "elegant spear grass", or incorrect
botanical names Austrostipa elegantissima or Stipa

tenuissima.

If the grass becomes naturalised it could cover ~ 65% of
the state. This infestation was 4 plants and has spread to
269 plants in 8 years. All plants have now been destroyed
and the area will be monitored for future germinations.

A Weed Alert publication to identify this weed has been
produced by the Department of Primary Industries and can
be downloaded at http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/weeds

Siam Weed

A W1 noxious weed currently not occuring in NSW. In
eastern NSW it has the potential to fill a similar range to
lantana. New outbreaks have been discovered recently

near Townsville, north Queensland. The original

infestations south of Cairns are still troublesome. The main

concern is its potential to spread further. Our direct

neighbours to the north including PNG, East Timor and the

Philippines have significant infestations. Currently siam

weed is the target of a full eradication campaign in QLD. It

is important that Siam Weed is not allowed to spread

outside its current infested area by;

- Tully river sand used un-sterilised in plant and palm
potting mixes

- Movement of equipment, ie slashing and earthmoving
operations

- Movement of stock

- Sale of contaminated pasture seed

- Bushwalking and cross country sports

- Movement of backpackers from infested areas.

With high numbers of tourists passing through the region,
an accidental introduction is possible. Everyone should
maintain their vigilance on this potential weed !

Proactive inspections at potential sites, such as caravan
parks, National Parks camping grounds, backpacker
facilities, and being aware of the known infested areas
may help prevent establishment in NSW. A Weed Alert
Brochure and Weed Management guides are available for
further information. Also, see our winter Weed Read for
photographs.

SOME UPCOMING FUNDING

Clarence small grants for land management
projects Applications can be accepted after 30"
Nov deadline until all funds are allocated. Purpose:
address land degradation & soil health such as gully
rehabilitation, steep lands, soil health. Must be
matched $ for $. Ph. Clarence Landcare 66435009.

Coffs Harbour environmental levy. Applications
close late December (TBA). Phone Coffs Harbour
City Council's Terrestrial Ecologist on 66484022

Bellingen National Landcare Program planting
scheme Closes 31 Jan 05. Funding up to $500 per
property for purchase of native plants (to be
matched in-kind). Ph. Bellinger Landcare 66550588

Envirofund. Closes 18 Feb 05. Some changes this

round are:

- the funding limit is now $50,000 (incl. GST) where “the
maghnitude, complexity or public benefit of the project is
such that additional funding would be beneficial”.
Applicantions above $30,000 need to provide reasons why
their project merits funding above that amount.

- the standard fencing rate paid is now $2,000 (incl. GST) /
km.

- a matching contribution less than the funding sought will
be acceptable, particularly against amounts above
$30,000, provided that the applicant has made a genuine
effort to provide a reasonable contribution to the project.

- there is no longer a requirement for applicants to provide
a 50% cash contribution for contractors undertaking
weeding & reveg. activities. For more info. / rego. form
phone 1800 303 863 or go to www.nht.gov.au/envirofund/

Bundy rum bush fund grants. Closes 31 March 05.
Must address water issues. The applicant must provide
volunteer labour & on-going commitment. Info. Ph. Tania
Pashen 94121040, www.landcareaustralia.com.au
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NEW BOOKS, CD-ROMSs etc.

Declared plants of Australia — by Sheldon Navie
Interactive CD-ROM. Select features of the plant you know
and it provides a list of images, text & other features to
help i.d them. $88 + postage. Contact Centre for Biological
Information Technology, Uni. Qld, ph. (07) 33651851,
email: enquiries@cbit.ug.edu.au or www.cbit.ug.edu.au
Rainforest Plants Vol. 6 — by Hugh & Nan Nicholson
The latest edition of this popular series. Learn your natives
with great photos, i.d info, planting tips etc. To order ph.

66886204, www.rainforestpublishing.com.au or
www.rainforestrescue.org.au

WEED FIELD TRIP Lismore, 11/11/04

Location: Lismore,
Casino, Bangalow,
Byron Bay, Lennox
Head & Ballina
areas. Thanks to
Rod Ensbey / DPI,
Des Boorman /
FNCW, the
speakers & all who
attended.

Some of the weeds
(photos R.Luxton):

Duranta repens —

the popular garden
plant is becoming a
significant problem.
It grows in a similar
way to privets...but
with THORNS.

MOONFLOWER

Ipomoea alba

Moonflower is native to tropical America and is a weed in
Hawaii, West Polynesia, South Africa and Australia. First
introduced to Australia in 1948, and recorded as naturalised
in Queensland in 1985.

It is an annual or perennial vine to
7m high with heart shaped leaves
to c. 10cm diameter.

The trumpet-shaped flowers are
fragrant, white to greenish-white,
and open at night. The flowers
occur on long stalks of about 15cm
in length in summer and autumn.

Reproduction is via seed and by production of adventitious
roots along prostrate stems. It favours wet forests,
watercourses and disturbed areas. Within the region,
moonflower infestations mainly occur in the Tweed and
Clarence catchments.

Control of
|. alba can
be difficult.

Photo:
Susan
Island
(T.Scanlon)

Source of information: Australian Government Department of
Environment & Heritage web site.

Two significant aquatic weeds: dense water weed Egeria
densa (bottom) is a submerged aquatic weed with 4cm
long leaves in whorls of 4-5 & 2cm diameter 3-petal
flowers. Cabomba / fanwort Cabomba caroliniana is a
feathery submerged & emergent aquatic weed with 2m
long stems, fan-shaped submerged leaves that divide into
3 near the base & 3-5-petal flowers

X-section of camphor
laurel highlighting the
aim of stem-injection
(blue) & the coverage
area of the herbicide
(pink). Note that injection
points are close enough
apart to ensure the pink
area overlaps, i.e total
coverage around the
tree.

South east Queensland update from Qld

Dept. of Natural Resources and Mines
Follow up control work is scheduled for late November
on bitou bush infestations on North Stradbroke Island
and on the isolated infestations on the southern Moreton
Bay islands

- Weed awareness was raised for telegraph weed
(Heterotheca grandiflora) during Weedbuster week with
several media items and a Weedbuster activity targeting
the weed run by a local community group.

- An infestation of Thunbergia fragrans (a class one
weed) has been found in a suburban garden in Redland
Shire. At this stage it appears that the thunbergia has
not spread out of the garden but further inspections are
planned to confirm this.

- A project officer has been appointed to lead the Red
Eared Slider Turtle project. It is expected that turtle
activity will increase during the warmer months and
control work is planned for this time.

- The next South East Queensland Pest Advisory Formis
to be held on the 30" of November at Boonah.

Members of NCWAC are welcome to attend if they are
interested. The venue is the Boonah and district cultural
centre at High street Boonah with a start time of
10.00am Queensland time.
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- Cockspur coral tree (Erythrina crista-galli) - The CMA
project has been funded with $43000 - available for
control works in riparian or adjacent areas.

- Ongoing maintenance of lantana control trial plots in

Tweed, Byron, Ballina, Lismore, Kyogle, &
Richmond Valley LGA (Far North Coast

\Weeds area) update
Promotion

- ABC Radio has commenced a rural segment on Friday
mornings and FNCW is getting about half of the 7-10
minute interviews on weeds, Clarence Valley the other
half. This is a great opportunity to promote weed issues
in the County District.

- Weedbuster week saw displays at shopping centres and
local show with great interest in weed issues and live
specimens drawing a lot of attention.

New staff, training & assistance

- DEC/NPWS bush regenerator field officer positions
throughout region due to commence:

- Richmond River Area - 1 person 3 days per week
(Alstonville Area)

- Tweed Area - 1 person 2 days per week

- Byron Area - 1 person 1 day per week

- Kyogle Area - 1 person 2 days per week

These positions will be in place until 30 June 2005 and
are responsible for the implementation of the Pest
Management and Restoration and Rehabilitation Plans.
- Training of NRR staff in bush regeneration. 8 staff are
currently attending TAFE 1 day per week to increase
knowledge and skills in bush regeneration underteking
modules in the Conservation and Land Management
Certificate (to be completed 17 December 2004).

- Pandanus Planthopper (a cause of pandanus palm
dieback) familiarisation meeting Tuesday 30 November
2004 for NPWS NRR staff and other selected invitees to
look at the pest and how it will be managed in the local
Ballina area.

Water weeds
- Water Lettuce Infestations continue to occur in Bora

Creek & also reinfestation at the Casino site treatment
continues as seed germination is advanced.

- Alligator Weed sites are regularly monitored and the
creek needs further surveying downstream. Inspections
downstream have located numerous small infestations
and control activities are continuing.

- Salvinia & water hyacinth - The Blue Knob infestation
has been treated as well as Tallow Creek in Byron Bay
results are variable but persistence will yield results.

Forest weeds

- Groundsel bush - aerially mapped sites are being
followed up with substantial treatment occurring.
Numerous old growth sites have been located in
inaccessible areas. Good results are anticipated from
this years’ program. Photo below. Source: Qld NRM

- Camphor Laurel - the camphor laurel strategy has
reached a final draft and field day activities have been
well attended.

- Broad leaf pepper tree - Substantial detection and
control in Byron Bay, Ballina and Dyraaba.

Toonumbar as part of Bell Miner Associated Dieback
Project (BMAD)

Coastal weeds

Ongoing bush regeneration activities in Arakwal National
Park & Cape Byron Headland Reserve, implementing
actions from the Pest Management Plans for both areas.

Inspection program

The WeedMap system is yet to run. All council data has
been sourced & stitched together. Technical network
issues are the limiting factor now.

Coordination

Held a cooperative management committee meeting with
FNCW on monday 8 November to look at cooperative
programs and to advise of proposed works in 2004/05.

Upcoming

- Broadleaf pepper control (Arakwal, Cumbebin Swamp
and Tabulum aboriginal area)

- Groundsel control Cumbebin Swamp, Ballina NR,
Bundjalung Crown Reserve, Bungawalbin NP/NR

- GPG control various NP / NR areas

- Privet control Koreelah NP (has commenced)

- Camphor control Mooball, Mt Jerusalem NP &
Billinudgel NR

- threatened species projects for Stott® Island (Mitchells
Rainforest Snail), and other areas for Diploglottis
campbelli, Rapanea project Mallanganee NP

- Monitoring and evaulation of bitou bush aerial spraying
programs (Bundjalung NP and Tweed Coast Project)

Clarence Update

Extension and awareness

- Inclusion of articles in Daily Examiner @n the Farm©
once a month. Also the Rural reporter on ABC Radio
doing &/eeds on Friday© CWO did talk on green
cestrum & mother of millions, with SWI CC highlighting
groundsel bush and red flowered lantana. A fantastic
opportunity to promote weed awareness in the region.

- Weedbuster Week — 16-24 October 2004 — use of
noxious weed van & school visits with display of
colouring in competition and aquatic weeds at Grafton
Shoppingworld. Other activities included presentation to
Green Corp team, aquatic weed talk with Andrew
Petroeschevsky (NSW DPI) to DIPNR staff.

- The noxious weed van also displayed elsewhere in
Clarence such as at Wooli Wildlife and Weeds
Workshop, promoting bitou bush and garden escapes.

- General weeds presentation given to lluka Rotary &
Grafton District Hereford Group.

Coastal weeds

- Bitou bush - Works completed ILuka Nature Reserve.
1.5km ground sprayed by CVWA under contract.
Completion of works in Yuraygir NP at Redcliff-Lake
Arragan, lllaroo to Sandon, Station Creek/Red Rock
and Boorkoom to Wilsons Headland. Ongoing control at
Angourie with Greencorp team.

- CVWA also worked on lluka Beach. Further bitou bush
work conducted in vacant crown land reserves and
council reserves in former Pristine Waters Shire.

- Ochna - Large infestation at Redcliff controlled by CVA,
School Groups and Greencorp.

- Clarence Estuary NR. - new Yamba Land Care group
started work on lantana control in section next to Blue
Dolphin Caravan Park.

- 2 new Landcare groups, Yamba Landcare Group &
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Wooloweyah Landcare Group have formed. The
Yamba group has started work in Clarence Estuary NR,
& has received some training from NPWS staff & Jane
Bronotte from lluka Landcare. The Wooloweyah group
will focus on education about Wooleweyah Foreshore
Reserve's flora & fauna management including weed
control.

Agricultural weeds

- Roadside work included preliminary spraying of giant
parramatta grass & johnson grass in priority sites,
based on previous years mapping.

- Mapping of Coolatai Grass Hyparrhenia hirta along
major arterial roads in the Clarence identified 42 km out
of 300 km affected, or over 12% of roadsides covered.
The spread of this grass is to be monitored regularly.

- Crofton weed control by boat on Lower Clarence.

Water weeds

- Salvinia biocontrol release agents obtained by DPI.
Weed Inspectors have also been involved in collection
of biocontrol from Grafton Ag. Research & Advisory
Station, with releases in Lawrence, Waterview &
Tucabia.

- CVC Floodplain Services treated salvinia & water
hyacinth in Cowan Creek, Bunyip Creek & several
drains under their control.

At present the major VCL areas (Alumy Creek & Swan
Creek) are relatively clean but with warmer weather &
storm activity to raise water temps & levels, plants are
expected to emerge soon. Outbreaks will then be
controlled.

Forest weeds

- Camphor laurel is taking up interest again. CVC are
responding with a policy allowing landholders to use
exemptions for set periods of time.

- Inspections — working around the Maclean area and
Yamba West, along with the river islands and area
around Woombah. Re-inspections — Palmers Island,
Micalo Island targeting camphor laurel and groundsel
bush.

- Lantana rust distributed in Minnie Waters with

assistance of local Landcare Group.

- Control work on Crown lands and reserves in the
Clarence at various locations — predominately follow up.

Operational staff also completed control of general
roadsides prior to winter months for groundsel bush,
red flowered lantana & camphor laurel.

- Preliminary work in former Copmanhurst Shire along
Clarence Way for camphors & groundsel. Also an
issue of not spraying where grazing permits have been
granted, so working in co-operation with Council on
selected sites.

- PMP developed for 2 landholders for 3 year plan on
groundsel bush.

- NPWS inspections for groundsel control ongoing.

- Slash pine (photo right)

- ongoing control in
Station Creek area and
more pines found
elsewhere in Yuraygir
NP.

- Teatree- Stage 2 of
project to control Tea
tree (Leptospermum
laevigatum) lluka NR.
Tea tree cut and
chipped with
revegetation using
forest red gums grown

by lluka Land Care group.

Riparian weeds

- Moonflower - Susan Island: extensive regrowth after
July treatment. Work by CVA/DEC well progressed in
Trust and NPWS land and awaiting on CMA funding to
complete Trust works. Only small amounts of Balloon
vine and Cats Claw regrowth.

- CVC Floodplain Services terrestrial weeds sprayed on
and around floodgate structures, drain batters and
earthen levees were Prickly Pear, Green Cestrum and
Groundsel Bush. Some Bitou Bush along the riverbank
at Palmers Island was found and sprayed.

Other weeds

Bindii control has been conducted as per previous years in
the Yamba, Angourie and lluka areas for private property
owners and council van parks.

Clarence Valley Council inspectorial
Inspections have started in the Coutts Crossing area.
Other inspections identified groundsel bush still quite
prevalent in the Lower Clarence.

- Database now being used for former Pristine Waters
area, and results are being shown already. Target
remains at over 2500 private property inspections this
year.

- Pristine Waters — Along the Orara from Lanitza to South
Grafton.

- Continue new inspections in Seelands, Waterview
Heights & Tucabia.

- Section 20 work conducted on groundsel bush

- Copmanhurst - along the State Rail line from Glenreagh
to Whiporie — prior to RIC Land Management Officer
leaving. Highlighted the spread of groundsel bush
along rail easement & neighbouring properties.

Vacant Crown Lands

- Application for control of noxious and other weeds on
Crown Land completed. CVC assisted Susan &
Elizabeth Islands Trust.

- CVC Noxious Weeds Office will now share the EPA
Licence for application of herbicides over waterways
with CVC Floodplain Services.

Upcoming
- Roadside control — all weeds

- Adoption of changes to new Noxious Weeds Act

- Review of Management plans

- Focus on groundsel control in northern and southern
Yuraygir, southern Bundjalung above and below Esk
River bridge, glory lily in central Yuraygir and Susan
Island rainforest weeds and Cats Claw at Mt Pikapene.

- Preparations for annual Blackberry and Lantana control
in Guy Fawkes NP.

Coffs Harbour City Update

Agricultural weeds

- Since July a comprehensive giant parramatta grass
spray programme has been undertaken on Council &
private lands. All roads west of Hwy were inspected &
sprayed where necessary with particular attention given
to the Coramba-Ulong Rd & Brooklana Valley.

- Crofton weed flowered very early before less than half of
the programme was completed. Persistence has finally
paid off with the owners of 3 core infestations on old
banana land west of City agreeing to have this weed
sprayed. Isolated patches on Coramba-Ulong Rd were
identified with the help of some Ulong locals who do not
want to have this weed growing on Eastern Dorrigo.

- Although not the traditional fireweed season we are
finding large areas in full flower but too old and woody to
spray successfully. The permit to use Amacide 625 has
worked very well on non-clover pastures. There is still a
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great deal of support from the rural community and
Council to enforce declaration.

Forest weeds

- The CMB funded celtis project for subsidised removal
has been very successful. We are now finding a great
number of seedlings germinating in areas where mature
celtis trees had been removed.

- Broad leaf pepper trees (BLPT) - the largest infestation
in Coffs Harbour, adjacent to the Highway at Sapphire,
was removed by Council staff over winter. The RTA
provided some funding to help with costs.

- Private land subsidised removal of BLPT through CMB
funding has achieved only limited success even with
free replacement trees being offered.

- Groundsel bush has appeared in many places,
particularly since mid-October’s heavy rain. Small but
dense infestations are still being found, esp. in swampy
areas. Many have been removed by cut and paint.

Coastal weeds

- Bongil Beach treated for bitou bush and other
environmental weeds.

- Preparations for glory lily control in December by
DEC/NPWS completed (controlling all priority
environmental weeds in glory lily sites).

Kudzu

Recently another Kudzu infestation was visited by Barry
Powells & Tim Scanlon in the Upper Orara. ltisin a very
steep Lantana infested gully & will be very hard to control.

Training

Recently all Council staff did a training day with Council’s
Bush Regeneration team learning to i.d native tree and
shrub species and different techniques of weed control.

Upcoming
Groundsel bush will be the main focus over the next few

months. An aerial inspection is planned soon. At the
same time we will fly along the Orara River upstream from
Coramba to identify cats claw creeper for Landcare.

Bellingen Shire Update

General
- Vegetation  Officer attended  Australian
Conference in September at Wagga Wagga.

Coastal weeds

$17K of works undertaken on bitou bush as part of the

coastal weeds project.

Forest weeds

- Camphor laurel aerially mapped in Shire — once

digitised will provide a good management tool.
- Privet control on plateau undertaken.

- Follow up control of scotch broom on the Plateau

Weeds

programmed.
- Annual mistflower control in New England NP
completed.
- Lantana  biological control agent Prospodium

tuberculatum has established on Rocky Wharf Rd (off
Martells Rd) - the only successful site within the shire so
far. Further intensive releases were made in the area.

Agricultural weeds

- Programmed Works — Wickwiping Roadsides in Spring.
Lantana and groundsel bush control programmed.

Riparian weeds

- Upper Bellinger vine weeds project finished. All
properties treated (except 1) from Justins bridge to
Darkwood bridge. Some severe moth vine & madeira
vine infestations as well as balloon vine, cats claw

creeper etc. Unfortunately very good support only
received from some landholders.

- Cat's Claw Creeper control programmed following the

release of Vigilant ® herbicide Gel.

Future plans

- DEC EPA has

reviewed Councils miscellaneous
discharge licence (for use of herbicides on water).
Minimal changes have been made. EPA to hold a best
management practise workshop with North Coast
Weeds Officers.

- Council has shown a keen interest in the Noxious

Weeds Amendment Bill tabled in Lower House of
Parliament on 10th November. Significant changes on
how \weeds are declared and what controls are required
are expected. Noxious Weeds listings will be required to
be reviewed every 5 years.

Nambucca Shire Update

Property planning
Farm forester to be employed through CMA funded

project. Nambucca-Hastings. Expanding property
vegetation plans to include native bushland managament
with a weed component — identification, threats etc.

Agricultural weeds

- Red flowered lantana at

Forest weeds
- All known roadside and

All roadside GPG infestations controlled. Some follow
up will occur over the next month to control newly
emerging plants following the rains.

Upper Buccrabendinni &
Missabotti Rds recently
controlled following earlier
knock down by slope
mower. (photo Coastcare)

Crown land groundsel bush infestations controlled. Main
problem area: along Pacific Hwy south of Macksville -
numerous 2ft high plants.

- Camphor laurel - Nambucca SC has been controlling

smaller, isolated roadside infestations. 4 days control by
contractor in Congarinni area, start of Bellingen mtn.,
Halliwells & Wi-ora Rd’s. Work to continue.

- Broad leaf pepper tree seedlings still being found /

controlled — particularly Nambucca Heads area.

Vine weeds
Contractor to Council starting early-mid December doing

15

“follow up since earlier CMA-funded ‘Aboriginal green

team’ project. Controlling mainly madeira vine; starting at
top of catchments.

Coastal weeds
- Extensive glory lily regrowth following fire at Shelly

Beach to be controlled mid December.

- Extensive control in southern national parks - Coffs

Coast Area

- New volunteer groups started at Jagun & Valla Nature

Reserves.

The information contained in this Newsletter is based on
knowledge and understanding at the time of writing /
compiling (10th December 2004). However, because of
advances in knowledge, readers are reminded of the need
to ensure that information upon which they rely is up to
date and to check currency of the information with the
appropriate officer from the NCWAC or appropriate
member organization or the user® independent adviser.

When using herbicides always read and follow the label
and ensure that the herbicide is registered or there is an
appropriate permit for the intended use.

All communications to the Secretary
NSW North Coast Weed Advisory Committee, PO Box 117, Bellingen 2454

Phone (02) 6655 7300 Fax (02) 6655 2310

E-mail: iturnbull@bellingen.nsw.gov.au

www.northcoastweeds.org.au




